
CHRISTIAN CAROLINGIAN FRANKISH FRAGMENT OF A DEDICATORY LIMESTONE RELIEF PLAQUE
A RARE EARLY CHRISTIAN CAROLINGIAN FRANKISH FRAGMENT OF A DEDICATORY LIMESTONE RELIEF PLAQUE A LATIN

INSCRIPTION TO THE EDGE READING: ‘Â€¦.. CAVIT FIERI ISTA OPERA INDIGNOS PECCAT (OR)Â€¦..’ ‘THIS UNWORTHY
SINNER (HAS MADE SURE) THAT THIS WORK HAS BEEN DONE’

8TH - 9TH CENTURY AD
SIZE: 41.5CM HIGH, 98CM WIDE, 11CM DEEP - 16¼ INS HIGH, 38½ INS WIDE, 4¼ INS DEEP / 47CM HIGH - 18½ INS HIGH

(WITH BASE)

 
LITERATURE

CF: M.BUIS ‘LA SCULPTURE A ENTRELACS CAROLINGIENNE DANS LA SUD-EST DE LA FRANCE' AIX-EN-PROVENCE 1975
VOL I, PG. 226-232

THIS TYPE OF INTERWOVEN DECORATION IS A RECURRING MOTIF IN CAROLINGIAN ART FOUND IN SOUTH EAST FRANCE
WHICH WAS PART OF THE EMPIRE CREATED BY THE GREAT CHARLEMAGNE, KING OF THE FRANKS (768-814), WHO IN

ALLIANCE WITH THE POPE EXTENDED HIS DOMINION OVER GERMANY AND ITALY. HE CREATED AN EMPIRE BY
CONQUERING AND CHRISTIANISING THE SAXON, LOMBARDS AND AVARS, AND BY RESTORING AREAS OF ITALY TO THE
POPE. HIS CORONATION BY POPE LEO III IN ROME ON CHRISTMAS DAY 800AD IS TAKEN AS HAVING INAUGURATED THE
HOLY ROMAN EMPIRE (800-814). HE GAVE GOVERNMENT A NEW MORAL DRIVE AND RELIGIOUS RESPONSIBILITY, AND

ENCOURAGED COMMERCE AND AGRICULTURE. A WELL-EDUCATED MAN HE PROMOTED THE ARTS AND EDUCATION AND
UNDER ALCUIN HIS PRINCIPAL COURT AT AACHEN BECAME A MAJOR CENTRE OF LEARNING. THE POLITICAL COHESION
OF HIS EMPIRE DID NOT LAST, BUT THE INFLUENCE OF HIS SCHOLARS PERSISTED IN THE CAROLINGIAN RENAISSANCE.

 


