Finch & C°

COLLECTION OF FORTY HGHT EXOTIC VICTORIAN TAXIDERMY BIRDS

AN EXTRAORDINARY CASED COLLECTION OF FORTY EIGHT EXOTIC VICTORIAN TAXIDERMY BIRDS MOSTLY OF THE
PARROT FAMLY INCLUDING: BOURKES PARROT, CRIMSON ROSELLA RAINBOW LORY, AUSTRALIAN KING PARROT, RED
HEADED FINCH, GOLDEN MANTLED ROSELLA, RED CHEEKED PARROT, RED CRESTED CARDINAL AND LITTLE LORIKEET
AFULL LISTWTH AKEY OF THE BIRDS AVAILABLE
19TH CENTURY
SIZE: 94CMHIGH, 97.5CMWIDE, 41CMDEEP - 37 INS HIGH, 3872 INS WIDE, 16%2 INS DEEP

LITERATURE

PARROTS OCCUR ON ALL LANDS IN THE SOUTHERN HEMISPHERE EXCEPT THE SOUTHERN TIP OF AFRICAAND THE
MORE REMOTE PACIFIC ISLANDS. WHILST THEY HAVE NEVER BEEN DOMESTICATED IN THE SENSE THAT CHICKENS
DUCKS AND PIGEONS HAVE, MORE SPECIES OF PARROTS HAVE BEEN TAVED AND RAISED IN CAPTIVITY THAN ANY OTHER
GROUP OF BIRDS. PRIMTIVE TRIBES HAVE KEPT THEMAS PETS SINCE TIME IMVEMORIAL. THE TALKING ABILITY OF THE
AFRICAN GREY IS MENTIONED IN ANCIENT GREEK AND ROMAN WRITINGS. THE PARROTS APPEAL IS PARTLY AESTHETIC,
PARTLY ANTHROPOMORPHIC. COUPLED WITH THEIR ATTRACTIVE COLOURING AND THE EASE WITH WHICH THEY ARE
TAVED AND KEPT IN CAPTIMTY ARE THEIR INTENSELY HUMAN TRAITS OF IMTATING THE HUMAN VOICE, OF SHOWING
AFFECTION TO EACH OTHER, OF REACTING TO FLATTERY AND OF USING THEIR FEET ALMOST AS HANDS. NO OTHER BIRD
HOLDS FOOD IN ONE FOOT AND BITES PIECES OFF, MUCH AS WE EAT ASANDWICH.

PARROTS DEVELOP THEIR ABILITY AS MMICS ONLY IN CAPTIMTY. IN THE WILD THEY ARE RAUCOUS-VOICED BIRDS THAT
SHRIEK OR SQUAWK AND GENERALLY HAVE APOOR RANGE OF VOCAL EXPRESSION. THOUGH LOVERS OF PARROTS WILL
CITE EXAVPLES TO PROVE THE CONTRARY, TALKING PET PARROTS HAVEN'T THE SLIGHTEST IDEA OF WHAT THEY ARE
SAYING. PARROTS LEARN BEST WHEN YOUNG AND REPEAT THE SIMPLER SOUNDS THEY HEAR MOST OFTEN, WITHOUT
CHOICE OR SELECTIMTY. THEY ARE EXTREMELY LONG LIVED. HOW LONG THEY LIVE IN THE WILD WHERE NATURAL
ENEMES TAKE THEIR TOLL IS UNKNOWN, BUT INDIVIDUALS HAVE LIVED UPWARDS OF 50 YEARS IN CAPTIMITY, AND ONE IS
RECORDED TO HAVE REACHED 80.



