Finch & C°

CARVED IVORY MINIATURE BUST OF KING GEORGE Il (1738-1820)

AFINELY CARVED IVORY MINIATURE BUST OF KING GEORGE Ill (1738-1820) SIGNED TO SHOULDER ‘I KELLY THE CARVED
STAINED IVORY BASE WITH LABEL ‘GEORGE Il LEFT TO ME BY W. TUCK 1906 BELONGED TO QUEEN VICTORIA
CIRCA1790-1810
SIZE: 8CMHIGH - 3 INS HIGH (INCLUDING TURNED IVORY SOCLE)

LITERATURE

FROMHIS TUTORS, PARTICULARLY THE EARL OF BUTE, GEORGE Il INHERITED A GREAT LOVE OF LEARNING AND A
CURIOSITY EMDENCED MOST OF ALL IN THE GREAT LIBRARY HE FORMED. IN 1760, THE YEAR OF HIS ACCESSION,
HORACE WALPOLE WROTE, ‘I WILL TELL YOU SOMETHING: THE KING LOVES MEDALS’, AND GEORGE Il PURSUED A
VIGOROUS COLLECTING POLICY ALMOST FROM THE DAY OF HIS ACCESSION BUYING OUTSTANDING COLLECTIONS OF
BOOKS AND ALSO PAINTINGS, PRINTS AND DRAWINGS. WHEN HE ACQUIRED THE COLLECTIONS OF JOSEPH SMTH (1674-
1770) BRITISH CONSUL IN VENICE, HE ALSO ACQUIRED SIGNIFICANT WORKS OF ART.

IN 1823 HIS SON GEORGE IV GAVE THE BRITISH MUSEUMHIS FATHER'S SUPERB LIBRARY TOGETHER WITH HIS
COLLECTION OF COINS AND MEDALS. THE LATE KING'S PASSION MEANT THAT HIS COLLECTION OF OVER 15,000 MEDALS
WAS, AND STILL IS, THE SINGLE LARGEST ACQUISITION OF MEDALS MADE BY THE BRITISH MUSEUM
CARVED WITH THE FINE DETAIL AND INTRICACY OF AMEDALLIST, THIS MNIATURE PORTRAIT BUST OF GEORGE I
PORTRAYS THE MONARCH WITH ALL OF THE CONCERNS OF HIS LAST YEARS.



