Finch & C°

NEW ZEALAND MAORI LONG HAND CLUB ‘TAIAHA

ANEW ZEALAND MAORI LONG HAND CLUB ‘TAAHA THE DOUBLE SIDED JANUS HEAD CARVED WITH THE TONGUE THRUST
OUT IN DEFIANCE OF THE ENEMY
THE EYES INLAID WITH HALIOTIS SHELL THE NARROW BLADE WITH FINE SMOOTH SILKY PATINA
EARLY 19TH CENTURY
SIZE: 126CMLONG - 49%2INS LONG

LITERATURE

THE MAORI TAAHAIS PRIMARILY ADEADLY SWORD CLUB AND NOT ASPEAR AS DEPICTED BY MANY ARTISTS. AFLAT
SPATULATE BLADE WEAPON GRIPPED IN THE MIDDLE AND USED FOR STRIKING, THE POINTED TONGUE IS AT THE LOWER
END AND WAS USED AS AKIND OF PRODDER, BUT WAS ESSENTIALLY THE ORNAVENTAL AND SYMBOLICAL PART OF THE
TAIAHA THE BLADE WAS USED AS ACLUB AND ITS EFFECTIVE USE DEPENDED UPON AGILITY RATHER THAN STRENGTH,
AND INVOLVED LONG HOURS OF EXERCISE AND PRACTICE TO MASTER THE ELABORATE SYSTEM OF ATTACKS AND
COUNTER ATTACKS. AN OLD MAORI PROVERB STATES: ‘HE WAEWAE TAIHAHA, HE KIRI MAKU’, ‘HEAVY FEET, WET SKIN',
THAT IS ASKIN WET WITH BLOOD.



