
FIVE VELLUM LEATHER AND PAPER BOUND VOLUMES OF ‘AFTER THE ANTIQUE’
A COLLECTION OF FIVE VELLUM LEATHER AND PAPER BOUND VOLUMES OF ‘AFTER THE ANTIQUE’ GESSO IMPRESSIONS

OF FAMOUS ANCIENT AND RENAISSANCE WORKS OF ART AND PAINTINGS ENTITLED ‘LIBEROTTI IMPRONTE’ AND STAMPED
MUSEI NO’S 1 - 5 THE DOUBLE ENDED BOOK BOXES CONTAINING TWO SETS OF NUMBERED CASTS A HANDWRITTEN
NUMBERED LIST ENTITLED ‘OPERA SEELTE’ AFIXED TO EACH INSIDE COVER DETAILING EACH WORK OF ART AND ITS

LOCATION
CIRCA 1780 - 1810

SIZE: 26.5CM HIGH, 4.5CM WIDE, 16.5CM DEEP - 10½ INS HIGH, 1¾ INS WIDE, 6½ INS DEEP

 
LITERATURE

IT BECAME AN INCREASINGLY POPULAR HOBBY AMONGST CONNOISSEURS OF ANTIQUITIES IN THE 18TH CENTURY TO
COLLECT GESSO IMPRESSIONS AND GLASS PASTE REPLICAS OF GEMS. A TYPE OF WHITE PASTE WAS INVENTED IN
DRESDEN AND BY 1756 A CRAFTSMAN PHILIPP DANIEL LIPPERT WORKING THERE WAS OFFERING FOR SALE THE

IMPRESSIONS OF 2000 GEMS. IN ROME, GERMANS ON THE GRAND TOUR WERE GIVEN EVENING CLASSES BY ONE HOFRAT
REIFFENSTEIN IN THE MAKING OF REPLICAS OF VARIEGATED CAMEOS, WHILST AT THE SAME TIME IN LONDON JAMES

TASSIE, A SCOTTISH WAX PORTRAITIST, BEGAN TO MAKE PASTE IMPRESSIONS. IN CATALOGUES PUBLISHED IN 1775 AND
1791 HE LISTS CAMEOS AND INTAGLIOS WHICH HE CAST ‘IN COLOURED PASTES, WHITE ENAMEL AND SULPHUR’. AN
ENGLISH GEM ENGRAVER NATHANIEL MARCHANT WHILST LIVING IN ROME SPECILISED IN REPRODUCING ANTIQUE

STATUES ON GEMS FOR WEALTHY GRAND TOURISTS AND WHEN HE RETURNED HOME HE SOLD IMPRESSIONS OF THESE
INTAGLIOS. WHILST IN ROME HE ALSO EXPORTED MANY PLASTER CASTS BACK TO AN EXPANDING ENGLISH MARKET. 

THE SULPHUR OR GESSO IMPRESSIONS, WERE ARRANGED IN BOXES SHAPED LIKE BOOKS, LIKE THESE EXAMPLES AND
EARLY 19TH CENTURY TRAVELLERS TO ROME WOULD BUY FROM DEALERS SUCH AS FRANCESCO CARNESECCHI IN THE
VIA CONDOTTI SETS OF ‘IMPRONTE’ SHOWING A SELECTION OF THE MOST ADMIRED ANTIQUE STATUES, THE BEST LOVED

WORKS BY CANOVA AND THORVALDSEN AND WELL KNOWN RENAISSANCE PAINTINGS. MOST OF THE EARLY 19TH



CENTURY GRAND TOURISTS COULD NOT OBTAIN ANCIENT WORKS OF ART OR BUY RENAISSANCE BRONZE STATUETTES,
SO THESE ‘AFTER THE ANTIQUE’ SOUVENIR BOXES BECAME EXTREMELY POPULAR.

 


