Finch & C°

BRITISH CELTIC SANDSTONE VOTIVE SHRINE AGURE

AN ANCIENT BRITISH CELTIC SANDSTONE VOTIVE SHRINE FIGURE OF ADEITY WITH AHOLLOW CROWN FOR OFFERINGS
AND LIBATIONS
2ND - 1STCENTURYB.C
SIZE: 49CMHIGH, 24 5CMWIDE, 26CMDEEP - 19%4 INS HIGH, 9% INS WIDE, 10%4 INS DEEP
50CMHIGH - 19%INS HIGH (WITH STAND)

LITERATURE

CF: ASIMLAR SANDSTONE HEAD IN THE CARTWRIGHT HALL MUSUEM BRADFORD YORKSHIRE
THE SYMBOL OF THE HUMAN HEAD IS AS REPRESENTATIVE OF THE CELTIC RELIGION AS IS THE CROSS IN CHRISTIAN
CONTEXTS. THE HUMAN HEAD AS THE CENTRE OF SPIRITUAL POWER HAD OVERWHELMNG SIGNIFICANCE FOR ALL THE
CELTIC PEOPLES. IT IS CONSPICUOUS IN THEIR RITUALS, THEIR WARFARE AND THEIR LEGENDS, AND APPEARS IN THEIR
ART FROMTHE EARLIEST KNOWN REPRESENTATIONS IN CENTRAL EUROPE TO THE ILLUMNATED MANUSCRIPTS OF THE
CHRISTIAN IRISH.
THE CELTS WERE HEAD HUNTERS AND THEIR USE OF REAL TROPHY OR MAN MADE SCULPTED HEADS REFLECTS THEIR
BELIEF IN THE INHERENT PROTECTIVE POWER WHICH WAS THOUGHT TO RESIDE IN THEM THESE POWERS KEPT EVIL
FORCES FROM THE FORTRESS, HOME AND COMMUNITY WHILST ENSURING POSITIVE GOOD LUCK AND SUCCESS.



