
GREEK MARBLE FRAGMENT OF THE HEAD OF A YOUTH
AN ANCIENT GREEK MARBLE FRAGMENT OF THE HEAD OF A YOUTH 

PERHAPS HERMES
4TH CENTURY B.C

SIZE: 8CM HIGH - 3¼ INS HIGH / 14CM HIGH - 5½ INS HIGH (WITH BASE)

 
LITERATURE

HERMES WAS THE MESSENGER OF THE GODS WHO OFTEN LED MEN ASTRAY. HE WAS LOOKED UPON AS THE PATRON OF
GOOD LUCK AND FORTUNE AS HE HAD INVENTED THE GAME OF KNUCKLE BONES AND THE ART OF DIVINING BY THEM. AS
THE PATRON OF MERCHANTS HE IS CREDITED WITH INVENTING WEIGHTS AND MEASURES. HADES ENGAGED HIM AS HIS

HERALD TO SUMMON THE DYING GENTLY AND ELOQUENTLY BY LAYING HIS GOLDEN STAFF UPON THEIR EYES. AS A
‘PSYCHOPOMPOS’ HE WAS A ‘LEADER OF SOULS’ ESCORTING THE DEAD TO THE UNDERWORLD OF HADES. HE ALSO

ASSISTED THE THREE FATES IN THE COMPOSITION OF THE ALPHABET, INVENTED ASTRONOMY, THE MUSICAL SCALE, THE
ARTS OF BOXING AND GYMNASTICS AND THE CULTIVATION OF THE OLIVE TREE!

 


