
ANCIENT ROMANO-CELTIC LIMESTONE HEAD
AN ANCIENT ROMANO-CELTIC LIMESTONE HEAD OF A WOMAN PROBABLY A FUNERARY MONUMENT

2ND - 3RD CENTURY AD
SIZE: 30CM HIGH - 12 INS HIGH / 36CM HIGH - 14¼ HIGH (WITH BASE)

 
LITERATURE

THE HUMAN HEAD WAS REGARDED BY THE CELTS AS BEING SYMBOLIC OF DIVINITY AND OTHERWORLD POWERS.
ALTHOUGH THIS BELIEF WAS NOT PECULIAR TO THEM, IT WAS MUCH MORE PRONOUNCED AMONGST THE CELTIC

PEOPLES. THEY INCORPORATED THE HEAD IN THEIR ART, VENERATED IT IN THEIR RELIGIOUS PRACTICES AND
REGARDED IT AS AN OBJECT OF SUPERNATURAL REGARD.

THE ANCIENT WRITERS DIODORUS AND STRABO BOTH REFER TO THE CELTIC CUSTOM OF EMBALMING THE HEADS OF
THEIR MOST DISTINGUISHED ENEMIES IN CEDAR OIL. THESE WERE THEN PRESERVED IN A CHEST AND EXHIBITED TO
STRANGERS WITH GREAT PRIDE AS INSIGNIA OF MILITARY PROWESS. THEIR OWNERS OFTEN REFUSED TO PART WITH

THEM EVEN FOR THEIR WEIGHT IN GOLD SO HIGHLY WERE THEY ESTEEMED. THE MOTIF OF THE SEVERED HEAD FIGURES
THROUGHOUT THE ENTIRE FIELD OF CELTIC CULT PRACTICE, TEMPORALLY AND GEOGRAPHICALLY, AND IT CAN BE

TRACED IN BOTH REPRESENTATIONAL AND LITERARY CONTEXTS FROM THE VERY BEGINNING TO THE LATTER PART OF
THEIR CULTURAL TRADITION.

 


