Finch & C°

EUROPEAN IRON AGE CELTIC SILVER TORC

AEUROPEAN IRON AGE CELTIC SILVER TORC WITH INCISED GEOMETRIC DECORATION PERHAPS BRITISH OR IRISH
SMOOTH ENCRUSTED GREY PATINA
500 - 1ST CENTURYBC
SIZE: 15.5CMDIA - 6 INS DIA

LITERATURE

THE TORC OR NECK-RING IS OFTEN REGARDED AS THE PRINCIPAL AND ICONIC PIECE OF JEWELLERY MANUFACTURED
AND USED BY THE CELTS. CLASSICAL WRITERS MENTION TORCS BEING WORN BY NAKED CELTIC WARRIORS IN BATTLE,
BUT THOSE FOUND IN GRAVES OCCUR ONLY AROUND THE NECKS OF WOMEN OR GIRLS. TORCS WERE ALSO WORN BY
WOMEN AROUND THE UPPER ARMAND SOMETIMES AROUND THE WAIST. TORCS HAD ASYMBOLIC VALUE AS INDICATORS
OF THE SOCIAL STANDING OF THE OVWNER AND WERE ALSO VALUED FOR THEIR PRECISE METAL CONTENT, PROVIDING
THE IRON AGE CELTS WITH ADUAL PURPOSE OBJECT. HOWEVER, THE TORCS THAT OCCUR IN HOARDS WERE MOST
PROBABLY NOT USED AS PRESTIGIOUS JEWELLERY, BUT ONLY AS RITUAL CURRENCY ON SPECIAL CEREMONIAL
OCCASIONS.



