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BROOCHES
5TH - 7TH CENTURY AD

SIZE: 6.5CM HIGH, 3CM WIDE - 2½ INS HIGH - 1 INS WIDE

 
LITERATURE

DURING THE CLOSING YEARS OF THE 7TH CENTURY AD THE FLOW OF BYZANTINE GOLD INTO THE WESTERN KINGDOMS
HAD CEASED AND SO HENCEFORTH THE PREDOMINANT MEDIUM FOR JEWELLERY WAS TO BE SILVER WHICH REACHED
EUROPE IN VAST QUANTITIES FROM THE ARAB EMPIRE DURING THE VIKING PERIOD. GOLD, ALTHOUGH STILL POPULAR

WAS CHIEFLY RESERVED FOR GILDING, INLAYS AND SMALL OBJECTS SUCH AS FINGER-RINGS.
THE INLAYING OF JEWELLERY WITH RICHLY COLOURED STONES, ESPECIALLY GARNETS, WAS A STRIKING FEATURE OF

THE MIGRATION PERIOD FOLLOWING THE COLLAPSE OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. THIS PRACTISE COMBINED WITH AN
OBSESSIVE USE OF SURFACE ORNAMENTATION MADE JEWELLERY BOTH COLOURFUL AND INTRICATE, THE INTERLACED
LOZENGES RESEMBLING FILIGREE WORK. FROM THE BEGINNING OF THE MIGRATION PERIOD ZOOMORPHIC DECORATION
WAS A MAJOR FEATURE ON VIKING METALWORK AND ANIMAL ORNAMENT CONTINUED IN AN UNBROKEN TRADITION UNTIL
THE END OF THE VIKING AGE. IT CAN BE SEEN ON BROOCHES SUCH AS THESE, ON SWORDS, PENDANTS AND HELMETS

AND IT IS REMARKABLE IN ITS MODERNITY AND FOR ITS TEASING OF HUMAN VISION, OFTEN DEGENERATING INTO
PATTERNS WHICH CAN ONLY BE RECOGNISED BY THE TRAINED EYE.

 


