
MAORI SICKLE SHAPED WHALEBONE SHORT HAND CLUB
A NEW ZEALAND MAORI SICKLE SHAPED WHALEBONE SHORT HAND CLUB ‘WAHAIKA’ AN OPEN WORKED ‘TIKI’ IMAGE

CARVED TO THE SIDE THE BUTT WITH OPEN-WORKED ‘MANAIA’ FACE
FIRST HALF 19TH CENTURY

SIZE: 28CM LONG, 9.5CM WIDE - 11 INS LONG, 3¾ INS WIDE

 
LITERATURE

THREE TYPES OF SHORT HAND CLUB MADE FROM WHALEBONE WERE USED BY THE MAORI IN TRADITIONAL WARFARE.
THE ‘WAHAIKA’ HAS A FORM WHICH IS SAID TO RESEMBLE A SICKLE WITH THE DISTINCTIVE FEATURE OF A SMALL HUMAN
IMAGE OR ‘TIKI’ CARVED TO THE SIDE. THIS CLUB APPEARS TO HAVE DEVELOPED FROM THE ‘KOTIATE’ WHEN ONE OF ITS
LOWER LOBES WAS CARVED INTO A HUMAN IMAGE. THIS TIKI ADDED ‘MANA’ OR POWER TO THE WEAPON MAKING IT MORE

EFFECTIVE IN USE.
WHALEBONE, THE PANBONE OR LOWER JAW OF THE SPERM WHALE, WAS A FAVOURED MATERIAL FOR WAR CLUBS

BECAUSE OF ITS STRONG TEXTURE AND CRISP DESIGNS COULD BE CARVED ON IT. WHALES WERE ALWAYS VALUED AS
AN ABUNDANT SOURCE OF MEAT, TEETH AND PANBONE. PRE-CONTACT, THE MAORI HAD NO MEANS OF HUNTING WHALES

AND WOULD WAIT FOR THEM TO BECOME STRANDED ON BEACHES WHICH WAS A SEASONAL OCCURRENCE. MAGICAL
AMULETS WERE USED TO BRING THE WHALES ASHORE IN THE FORM OF ‘MAURI’.

 


