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ANCIENT EGYPTIAN CARVED ALABASTER CANOPIC JARLID
AN ANCIENT EGYPTIAN CARVED ALABASTER CANOPIC JAR LID IN THE FORMOF AFALCON HEAD
THE SCHEMATIC FEATURES REPRESENTATIVE OF THE GOD QEBHSENUEF
LATE DYNASTIC PERIOD / 730 — 332BC
SIZE: 13CMHIGH, 10.5CMDIA. - 5 INS HIGH, 4 INS DIA

LITERATURE

THE FALCON WAS ONE OF ANUMBER OF BIRDS WHICH FIGURED AMONG THE SACRED ANIMALS OF ANCIENT EGYPT. THE
FALCON OR HAWK WAS FREQUENTLY REGARDED AS THE ‘BA' OF HORUS, THE HAWK-HEADED GOD AND SON OF OSIRIS,
TO WHOM THE BIRD WAS ALSO SACRED. THE HORUS-FALCON WAS THE GUARDIAN DEITY OF THE RULER AND IS OFTEN

DEPICTED WITH ITS WINGS OQUTSTRETCHED PROTECTIVELY BEHIND THE HEAD OF THE PHARACH.
CANOPIC JARS WERE STONE, CERAMIC OR WOOD VESSELS USED FOR THE BURIAL OF THE ISCERAREMOVED DURING
MUMMFICATION. SPECIFIC ELEMENTS OF THE ISCERAWERE PLACED UNDER THE PROTECTION OF FOUR
ANTHROPOMORPHIC GENII KNOWN AS THE SONS OF HORUS, WHO WERE THEMSELVES PROTECTED BY TUTELARY
DEITIES GUARDING THE FOUR CARDINAL POINTS. THE FALCON HEADED QEBHSENUEF WHO WAS LINKED WITH SERKET
AND THE WEST, LOOKED AFTER THE INTESTINES.



