Finch & C°

VICTORIAN TAXIDERMY SPECIMEN OF A NEW ZEALAND NORTH ISLAND KIWI ‘APTERYX AUSTRALIS MANTELLY

AFINE VICTORIAN TAXIDERMY SPECIMEN OF ANEW ZEALAND NORTH ISLAND KIW ‘APTERYXAUSTRALIS MANTELLI
CONTAINED WITHIN ACASED DIORAVA
ALABEL TO THE PAINTED BACKDROP ‘W. BANNISTER NO 27 UPPER ST JAVES'S STREET BRIGHTON'
CIRCA 1860
SIZE: 50CMHIGH, 46CMWIDE, 18CMDEEP - 19%INS HIGH, 18 INS WIDE, 7 INS DEEP

LITERATURE

NAVED ‘KIWIS' LONG AGO BY THE MAORI BECAUSE OF THEIR SHRILL PIPING CALLS, KIMS ARE SHY AND RETIRING BIRDS,
RARELY SEEN, SPENDING THEIR DAYS HIDDEN IN BURROWS OR UNDER SPREADING KAURI TREE ROOTS, COMING OUT
TO FORAGE ONLY AT NIGHT. THE SMALLEST OF THE PRIMITIVE FLIGHTLESS BIRDS, THEIR CLOSEST RELATIVES SEEMTO

BE THE EXTINCT MOAS THAT SHARED NEW ZEALAND WITH THEMABOUT 700 YEARS AGO.

STRANGELY UN-BIRDLIKE IN APPEARANCE, THEIR LONG COARSE PLUMAGE COMPLETELY HIDES THEIR RUDIMENTARY
TWO INCH WINGS UNDER WHICH THERE IS ABARE PATCH. IT IS INTO THIS THAT THEY TUCK THEIR HEAD AND BILL WHEN
SLEEPING. THEY ARE THE ONLY BIRDS WHOSE NOSTRILS OPEN AT THE VERY TIP OF THE BILL GIMNG THEMAKEEN
SENSE OF SMELL WHICH MOST OTHER BIRDS LACK, AND WHICH AIDS THEMIN THEIR HUNT FOR WORMS AND GRUBS.
THEIR POOR EYESIGHT IS COMPENSATED FOR BY LONG HAIRY BRISTLES AT THE BASE OF THEIR LONG BILL, WHICH ARE
THOUGHT TO HAVE ATACTILE FUNCTION.

KIWIS NEST IN UNDERGROUND BURROWS WITH THE MALE PERFORMING ALL THE DUTIES OF INCUBATING. THE CHALKY
WHITE EGGS ARE COMPARATIVELY ENORMOUS, WEIGHING ALMOST ONE POUND, AFOURTH OF THE FEMALES BODY
WEIGHT. ONLY ONE EGG IS USUALLY LAID WHICH TAKES 75 TO 80 DAYS TO HATCH.

WITH THE EXCEPTION OF THE AVERICAN EAGLE, NO BIRD HAS BECOME MORE SYMBOLIC OF ITS HOMELAND, APPEARING
ON COINS AND POSTAGE STAVPS, AND ACTING AS ATRADEMARK AND ADVERTISING ICON. HOWEVER, THEY ARE NOW
SEVERELY ENDANGERED IN THE WILD DUE TO THE DESTRUCTION OF THEIR PRIMEVAL FOREST HABITAT BY CLEARING



FOR AGRICULTURE, AND THE INTRODUCTION OF NON-INDIGENOUS SPECIES SUCH AS WEASELS, STOATS, CATS AND
OPOSSUMS.



