
ANCIENT BRITISH CELTIC SEATED SANDSTONE SHRINE FIGURE OF A DIVINE CHIEFTAIN OR WARRIOR GOD
AN ANCIENT BRITISH CELTIC SEATED SANDSTONE SHRINE FIGURE OF A DIVINE CHIEFTAIN OR WARRIOR GOD

1ST CENTURY BC - 1ST CENTURY AD
SIZE: 55CM HIGH, 22CM WIDE, 23CM DEEP - 21½ INS HIGH, 8½ INS WIDE, 9 INS DEEP

57CM HIGH - 22½ INS HIGH (WITH STAND)

 
LITERATURE

THE CELTS VENERATED THERAPEUTIC DIVINITIES PLACING STONE RELIEFS AND SCULPTURES NEAR HEALING WATERS,
AND CELTIC SHRINES ARE NEARLY ALWAYS ASSOCIATED WITH THERMAL CULTS. THE CULT OF WELLS IS EXTREMELY

PREVALENT IN CELTIC MYTHOLOGY AND SO THEY FREQUENTLY FORMED THE FOCAL POINT OF A SHRINE.
THE DIVINE WARRIOR OF THE CELTS WAS THE PROTECTOR OF THE TRIBE AND ENSURER OF THEIR MARTIAL SUCCESS.

HE HAD A MULTIPLICITY OF NAMES, MOST USUALLY THAT OF ‘THE FAIR SHINING ONE’ (BELATUCADROS) OR ‘THE
POWERFUL ONE’ (NODONS). THE IRISH WARRIOR GOD NODONS WAS CONNECTED WITH HEALING, HUNTING, THE SUN,

WATER, DOGS AND FERTILITY. ALTHOUGH THE HEAD IS A RECURRENT SYMBOL IN CELTIC ART, HUMAN IMAGES ARE RARE.
THE FIGURE REPRESENTS A GOD AND SPIRITUAL LEADER AND SO REALISM IS DISPLACED BY ABSTRACTION.

DESPITE OUTWARD CHANGES IN IMAGE AND RITUAL, THE ACT OF INVOCATION OF THE SOURCE OF LIFE HAS NEVER
WAVERED. WELLS ONCE SACRED TO THE CELTS ARE STILL VENERATED TODAY; CHRISTIANISED UNDER THE NAME OF

BRITISH AND IRISH SAINTS.

 


