
VICTORIAN MAHOGANY CASED ‘CABINET OF MATERIA MEDICA’
A VICTORIAN MAHOGANY CASED ‘CABINET OF MATERIA MEDICA’ A COLLECTION OF MEDICINAL PLANTS AND SUBSTANCES

WITH NUMBERED LISTS DETAILING COUNTRY OF ORIGIN LATIN AND COMMON NAMES CHEMICAL COMPOSITION WITH
ANNOTATED PLANT FAMILY NAMES ADDED IN INK

A TRADE LABEL TO THE TOP TRAY READING:
‘CABINET OF MATERIA MEDICA FOR THE MAJOR EXAMINATION PUBLISHED BY EVANS, LESCHER AND EVANS, LONDON; AND

EVANS, SONS AND CO, LIVERPOOL’ 
CIRCA 1860 - 1880 

SIZE: 10.5CM HIGH, 38CM WIDE, 27.5CM DEEP - 4¼ INS HIGH, 15 INS WIDE, 10¾ INS DEEP

 
LITERATURE

‘MATERIA MEDICA’ RELATES TO THE BODY OF COLLECTED KNOWLEDGE ABOUT THE THERAPEUTIC PROPERTIES OF ANY
SUBSTANCE USED FOR HEALING. IN THE 1ST CENTURY AD THE ANCIENT GREEK PHYSICIAN DIOSCORIDES WROTE ‘DE

MATERIA MEDICA’, ‘ON MEDICAL MATERIAL’ THE FIRST EXTENSIVE PHARMACOPEIA WHICH HISTORICALLY BECAME
EXTREMELY IMPORTANT. IT WAS STILL IN USE IN 1600 AD AND WAS THE PRECURSOR TO ALL MODERN PHARMACOPEIA.

THE TERM ‘MATERIA MEDICA’ WAS STILL IN USE UNTIL THE 20TH CENTURY WHEN IT WAS REPLACED BY
‘PHARMACOLOGY’. THIS CABINET WAS USED AS A VICTORIAN TEACHING AID.

 


