Finch & C°

TWO NEOLITHIC NORDIC BOAT SHAPED STONE AXE HEADS

TWO NEOLITHIC NORDIC BOAT SHAPED STONE AXE HEADS
ONE OF BLACK BASALT THE SMALLER OF GREY PORPHYRY
CIRCA2500 BC
SIZES: 21.5CMLONG- 872 INS LONG & 19CMLONG - 772 INS LONG

LITERATURE

SCANDINAVIAN NEOLITHIC WEAPONS ARE METICULOUS COPIES IN GROUND-STONE OF ORIGINALS MADE OUT OF
COPPER. THE EXTREMELY RARE AND PRECIOUS COPPER AXES WERE SO ADMRED AND ENVIED BY THE LATE NEOLITHIC
FARMERS OF NORTHERN EUROPE THAT THEY MADE EXACT COPIES IN STONE. ALTHOUGH THE METAL AXES WERE NO
SHARPER THAN FLINT IMPLEMENTS THEY HAD ANUNMBER OF ADVANTAGES BESIDES THEIR PRESTIGE VALUE. THEY WERE
NOT AS BRITTLE AS STONE AND SO DID NOT EASILY CHIP, WERE MORE EFFICIENT FOR CUTTING WOOD AND COULD BE
FORMED INTO AWIDE VARIETY OF SHAPES. LASTLY WORN OUT TOOLS COULD BE REMELTED AND CAST ANEW.

IN SPITE OF ALL THESE ADVANTAGES STONE TOOLS WERE ONLY VERY SLOWLY REPLACED BY METAL ONES. INDEED, IT
WAS NOT UNTIL THE LAST CENTURIES BC WHEN IRON, AMORE ABUNDANT METAL WAS INTRODUCED THAT THE
TRADITION OF STONE AXES AND IMPLEMENTS WAS LARGELY ABANDONED IN EUROPE.



