
TWO INTERESTING HUMAN SKULLS FROM THE FRENCH PHARMACY OF THE ABBÉ GILBERT SOURY
TWO INTERESTING HUMAN SKULLS FROM THE FRENCH PHARMACY OF THE ABBÉ GILBERT SOURY (1732 - 1810) THE

INVENTOR OF ‘JOUVENCE DE L’ABBÉ SOURY’ AND ‘TISANE DES DEUX ABBÉS’
EACH WITH OLD PAPER LABELS INSCRIBED ‘ABBE SOURY 347/6’ AND ‘ABBE SOURY 348/7’

OLD SMOOTH POLISHED PATINA
17TH CENTURY 

SIZE: 15CM HIGH, 20CM DEEP, 13CM WIDE - 6 INS HIGH, 8 INS DEEP, 5 INS WIDE 
16.5CM HIGH, 20CM DEEP, 13CM WIDE - 6½ INS HIGH, 8 INS DEEP, 5 INS WIDE

 
LITERATURE

GILBERT SOURY BEGAN HIS CAREER AS AN APPRENTICE TO FATHER DELARUE, A PRIEST WHO TAUGHT HIM LATIN AND
INTRODUCED HIM TO HERBAL MEDICINE. HE ENCOURAGED SOURY TO TAKE HOLY ORDERS AND IN 1764 HE BECAME

CHAPLAIN OF THE PRIORY SAINT ADRIEN. THE FOLLOWING YEAR HE WAS APPOINTED CHAPLAIN OF ST ANTHONY CHAPEL
IN THE CHURCH OF ALIZAY WHERE HE REMAINED FOR OVER 25 YEARS CARING FOR THE SICK. IT WAS DURING THIS

PERIOD THAT HE INVENTED HIS ’TISANE DES DEUX ABBÉS’ A ‘TEA FOR TWO PRIESTS’, IN HONOUR OF FATHER DELARUE
AND THE FAMOUS LINCTUS ‘JOUVENCE DE L’ABBÉ SOURY’ WHICH IS A PLANT BASED MEDICAL PREPARATION USED FOR

THE TREATMENT OF POOR VENOUS CIRCULATION AND IS 
TRADITIONALLY TAKEN TO REDUCE THE FEELING OF ‘HEAVY LEGS’.

IN 1793 DURING THE FRENCH REVOLUTION HE WAS TAKEN BY THE SAN-CULOTTES TO EVREAUX AND INTERNED FOR
REFUSING TO TAKE THE OATH. HOWEVER, HIS MEDICAL REPUTATION BRINGS HIM TO THE ATTENTION OF A

REVOLUTIONARY COUNCIL MEMBER ROBERT LINDET, WHO CONSULTS HIM ON A ILLNESS HE SUFFERS FROM, AND HAS
BEEN TOLD IS INCURABLE. THE ABBÉ TREATS AND CURES HIM AND IN 1795 IS RELEASED BY ORDER OF THE COMMITTEE
OF PUBLIC SAFETY. THE FATHER RESUMES HIS MINISTRY IN ROUEN WHERE HE SECRETLY CELEBRATES MASS AT THE

BACK OF A CONFECTIONER’S SHOP. THESE CELEBRATIONS BECOME SO POPULAR THAT HE IS TOLD TO LEAVE THE CITY
BY THE COUNCIL AND HE RETURNS TO HIS PLACE OF BIRTH, CELLOVILLE, WHERE HE TEACHES HEALTHCARE THROUGH
THE USE OF PLANT BASED MEDICINES. FATHER SOURY DIED AT CELLOVILLE IN 1810 AT THE AGE OF 77. HIS LAST WORDS

WERE ‘GOD PUT ME ON EARTH TO ALLEVIATE THE SUFFERING OF MY FELLOW MAN’.
AFTER HIS DEATH THE RECIPES FOR HIS CURES PASSED DOWN THROUGH EACH GENERATION OF THE FAMILY UNTIL IN

THE MID 19TH CENTURY HIS GREAT NEPHEW MAGLORIE DUMONTIER, A PHARMACIST IN ROUEN, BEGAN TO
MANUFACTURE THEM. IN 1951 THE FRENCH GOVERNMENT AUTHORISED THE PRODUCTS TO BE SOLD AND DISTRIBUTED

ON THE OPEN MARKET.

 


