
MEDIEVAL GOTHIC FRENCH CARVED LIMESTONE GARGOYLE
A LARGE MEDIEVAL GOTHIC FRENCH CARVED LIMESTONE GARGOYLE OF A BAT EARED HOWLING HOUND STANDING WITH

ALL FOUR PAWS UPON A BEARDED MAN
SOME SLIGHT DAMAGE TO THE LOWER JAW

13TH / 14TH CENTURY 
SIZE: 133CM LONG, 22CM HIGH, 28CM WIDE - 52¼ INS LONG, 8¾ INS HIGH, 11 INS WIDE

 
LITERATURE

GARGOYLES ARE DISTINCT FROM OTHER STATUARY BECAUSE OF THEIR TYPICALLY BIZARRE AND EXAGGERATED FORMS.
AS STYLISED REPRESENTATIONS OF NATURAL SPECIES THESE GROTESQUES ARE FREQUENTLY USED IN MEDIEVAL

GOTHIC SCULPTURE, PAINTING AND MANUSCRIPT ILLUMINATIONS AS SYMBOLIC ICONS. BATS, THE LARGELY
MISUNDERSTOOD NIGHT FLYING MAMMALS, FIGURED PROMINENTLY IN DEMONIC ICONOGRAPHY AND ARE OFTEN

INVOKED IN THE FORM OF GARGOYLES THAT APPEAR TO BE DOGS, CATS AND OTHER DOMESTICATED ANIMALS. THE
SUGGESTION OF BAT LIKE EARS ON THE HEAD OF A HOWLING LITHE, GREYHOUND TYPE OF DOG WITH POWERFUL
HAUNCHES AND STRONG PAWS GRIPPING THE HEAD OF A BEARDED MAN PORTRAYS THE TORMENT THE MEDIEVAL

MASON FOUND IN THE HUMAN CONDITION. IN DANTE’S INFERNO THE SOULS OF GLUTTONS ARE DESCRIBED AS
HOWLING LIKE DOGS. MEDIEVAL BESTIARIES TELL OF DOGS THAT STAYED HOWLING BY THEIR MURDERED MASTER’S

SIDE, STOPPING ONLY TO SEIZE THE MURDERER UPON HIS REAPPEARANCE AND THEN CONTINUING TO HOWL. FIDELITY
AND FEROCITY DEPICTED IN EQUAL MEASURE.

 


