
NEW ZEALAND MAORI LONG HAND CLUB ‘TAIAHA’
A NEW ZEALAND MAORI LONG HAND CLUB ‘TAIAHA’ OF RARE PLAIN FORM

OLD SMOOTH SILKY RICH BROWN PATINA
18TH CENTURY

SIZE: 112.5CM LONG - 44¼ INS LONG

 
LITERATURE

THE TAIAHA IS PERHAPS THE MOST CHARACTERISTIC AND PRE-EMINENT WEAPON OF THE MAORI WHO PREFERRED
HAND TO HAND COMBAT WITH LONG AND SHORT CLUBS TO ANY OTHER FORM OF ENCOUNTER. THE TAIAHA ALSO

SERVED THE ARISTOCRATIC ‘RANGATIRA’ AS AN EMBLEM OF RANK, A SYMBOL OF AUTHORITY AND AS AN ORATOR’S BATON
TO FLOURISH WHEN HE WAS SPEAKING AT TRIBAL GATHERINGS. IT WAS USED TO ADD FORCE TO AN ARGUMENT OR TO

ACCENTUATE AN OVATORIAL FLOURISH, AND ALL UNDERSTOOD THE ETIQUETTE OF THE TAIAHA.
OLD TAIAHA WERE HANDED DOWN AS ANCESTRAL RELICS AND USED AS ORACLES FOR DIVINATION. BY PERFORMING
THE PROPER RITUALS IT WAS BELIEVED THAT AN OLD REVERED TAIAHA COULD PROPHECY THE RESULT OF A BATTLE.
THE CLUB WOULD BE LAID UPON THE GROUND WHILST THE CHIEF PERFORMED THE RITES, AND IF THE GODS WERE
PROPITIOUS, THE TAIAHA WOULD TURN ITSELF SLOWLY OVER BEFORE THE EYES OF THE ASSEMBLED TRIBE, TO THE

UTTER CONFUSION OF THE ENEMY. (HISTORY OF THE MAORI’S, JUDGE GUDGEON 1885)

 


