Finch & C°

AVE ANCIENT ROMANO-CELTIC ENAMELLED BRONZE CHARIOT WHEEL MOUNTS

ARARE GROUP OF FIVE ANCIENT ROMANO-CELTIC ENAVELLED BRONZE CHARIOT WHEEL MOUNTS THE DISCS
RETAINING ORIGINAL BRONZE FIXINGS TO THE REVERSE
1ST CENTURYBC - 1ST CENTURY AD
SIZE: 9.5CMDIA - 3% INS DIA (MIN) / 14CMDIA - 5%2INS DIA (MAX)

LITERATURE

THE USE OF CHARIOTS, HORSES AND THE NECESSARY ACCOUTREMENTS WERE OF GREAT IMPORTANCE IN CELTIC
SOCIETY. HARNESS AND CHARIOT FITTINGS IN BRONZE OR IRON WERE RICHLY DECORATED AND SOMETIMES INLAID
WITH BRIGHTLY COLOURED ENAVEL SUCH AS THESE FIVE ARE. THE ARCHAEOLOGICAL EMIDENCE FOR CHARIOTS IS
COMPRISED OF THE METAL PIECES FOUND OF THE VEHICLE IN GRAVE CONTEXTS OR VOTIVE DEPOSITS AS THE WOOD
BODY AND LEATHER-TRAPPINGS USUALLY DISINTEGRATE.

ACHARIOT WHEEL OF THE 2ND CENTURY BC FOUND AT HOLME PIERREPOINT IN NOTTINGHAMSHIRE HAS SIXSECTIONS,
WITH TWO OF THE 12 SPOKES IN EACH, KEPT RIGID BY MEANS OF AN IRON TYRE WHICH HAS BEEN SHRUNK AROUND THE
WOODEN FRAVE. THE WHEELS WERE ATTACHED TO THE AXLE OF ACHARIOT BY DISC SHAPED LINCHPINS MADE OF
BRONZE OR IRON, AND LIKE THESE EXAMPLES, SOMETIMES WERE DECORATED WITH ENAVEL. THE USE OF GREEN,
BLUE, RED AND YELLOW ENAVEL WAS FOUND ON HORSE FITTINGS FROMWESTHALL IN SUFFOLK, AND IS SAID TO HAVE
BEEN POPULAR AS DECORATION IN THE TERRITORY OF THE ICENI. CHARIOTS, APART FROMWAR, WERE ALSO USED AS
FUNERARY CARTS AND THE RICH ORNAVENTATION OF THESE PARTICULAR WHEEL MOUNTS WOULD SUGGEST THAT
THEY ARE PERHAPS FROM THE VOTIVE FUNERARY TRAPPINGS OF AHIGH RANKING INDIVIDUAL.



