
IRON AGE CELTIC STANDING SANDSTONE FIGURE OF A FEMALE GODDESS
AN IRON AGE CELTIC STANDING SANDSTONE FIGURE OF A FEMALE GODDESS PERHAPS EPONA PROTECTRESS OF

HORSES 
1ST CENTURY BC - 1ST CENTURY AD

SIZE: 32.5CM HIGH - 12¾ INS HIGH / 37CM HIGH - 14½ INS (WITH BASE)

 
LITERATURE

THE CELTIC GODDESS EPONA WAS THE PROTECTRESS OF HORSES AND WAS LATER ADOPTED BY THE CAVALRY
SECTIONS OF THE ROMAN ARMY. CELTIC GODDESSES APPEAR REGULARLY IN THE VERNACULAR LITERATURES OF

BRITAIN AND THEY WERE WORSHIPPED TOGETHER WITH A MALE TRIBAL GOD AS THE MOTHER DEITY OF THE LAND. ALL
OF THE GODS SEEMED TO HAVE BEEN POLYMORPHIC APPEARING IN MANY GUISES AND ANSWERING TO A VARIETY OF

NAMES. SOME SCHOLARS HAVE LIKENED DESCRIBING THE CELTIC GODS AND GODDESSES AS A SUBJECT OF ‘FERTILE
CHAOS’, BUT THERE IS AN UNDERLYING STRUCTURE OF SIMPLE OPPOSITIONS: MALE/TRIBE/SKY/WAR AGAINST

FEMALE/PLACE/EARTH/FERTILITY. THE COUPLING OF THE TWO PRODUCES BALANCE, HARMONY AND PRODUCTIVITY AND
HAS TO BE ENACTED ON A REGULAR CYCLE DETERMINED BY THE SEASONS.

IN BRITAIN THE MALE DEITY WAS THE ALL EMBRACING PROTECTOR OF THE TRIBE, WHO CONTROLLED WARFARE AND
THE PROVISION OF WISDOM. HIS COUNTERPART WAS A NATIVE GODDESS OFTEN ASSOCIATED WITH THE SYMBOLISM OF
THE HORSE, BOTH FERTILE AND DESTRUCTIVE, SHE IS SOMETIMES KNOWN AS THE ‘QUEEN OF DEMONS’. THEY CAME

TOGETHER ONCE A YEAR ON THE NIGHT OF THE FESTIVAL OF SAMAIN THUS ENSURING THE CONTINUING PROSPERITY OF
THE TRIBE AND THE FERTILITY OF THE CROPS AND ANIMALS IN THE COMING YEAR.

 


