
ANCIENT EGYPTIAN MULTI-COLOURED MOSAIC GLASS INLAY
A RARE ANCIENT EGYPTIAN MULTI-COLOURED MOSAIC GLASS INLAY OF A HAWK’S WING

PTOLEMAIC PERIOD 332 – 30BC
SIZE: 2.5CM HIGH, 2.5CM WIDE - 1 INS HIGH, 1 INS WIDE

 
LITERATURE

ARCHAEOLOGICAL EVIDENCE INDICATES THAT IN ANCIENT EGYPT THE ART OF GLASS MAKING WAS A ROYAL MONOPOLY
AND THAT GLASS OBJECTS WERE ONLY AVAILABLE TO THE HIGHEST ELITE, SOMETIMES GIVEN AS GIFTS BY THE PHARAOH

TO FAVOURED OFFICIALS.
THE COLOUR OF THE GLASS IS THE RESULT OF RELATIVELY SMALL AMOUNTS OF METAL OXIDES, BUT AS IN ANTIQUITY
THE CRAFTSMEN HAD NO LABORATORIES WHERE THE DIFFERENT MINERALS COULD BE CLEARLY SEPARATED FROM
EACH OTHER, THE ANCIENT ARTISANS DEVELOPED AN ASTONISHING AND ADMIRABLE SKILL IN DIFFERENTIATING THE

MINERALS BY CAREFUL AND PRECISE OBSERVATIONS.
GLASS SEEMS TO HAVE BEEN REGARDED AS AN ARTIFICIAL PRECIOUS STONE AND PERHAPS BECAUSE OF THIS

CONNECTION IT NEVER DEVELOPED FORMS OF ITS OWN, BUT RATHER COPIED THOSE TRADITIONALLY MADE IN STONE
AND FAÍ̄ ENCE. IT IS LIKELY THAT GLASS MAKING WAS CARRIED ON ALONGSIDE FAÍ̄ ENCE PRODUCTION. IN PTOLEMAIC

TIMES, ALEXANDRIA BECAME A CENTRE FOR GLASS CRAFTSMANSHIP WITH THE PRODUCTION OF CORE FORMED
VESSELS, AND LATER IN ROMAN TIMES ITEMS OF CAMEO GLASS PROBABLY INCLUDING THE FAMOUS PORTLAND VASE

NOW IN THE BRITISH MUSEUM.

 


