
BERING SEA CARVED WHALEBONE ESKIMO INUIT HARPOON LINE ATTACHER
A BERING SEA CARVED WHALEBONE ESKIMO INUIT HARPOON LINE ATTACHER IN THE FORM OF A POLAR BEAR

18TH – EARLY 19TH CENTURY
SIZE: 6.5CM LONG, 2.5CM HIGH - 2½ INS LONG - 1 INS HIGH

 
LITERATURE

ATTACHERS FASTEN LOOPS AT THE ENDS OF LINES AND BAR ATTACHERS SUCH AS THIS ARE USED TO SECURE THE
DETACHABLE HARPOON HEAD TO THE FLOAT LINE. ANIMAL EFFIGIES ARE OFTEN CARVED FOR THEIR AMULETIC
PROPERTIES AND BECAUSE BAR ATTACHERS ARE POSITIONED CLOSEST TO THE HARPOON AND ITS QUARRY.

POLAR BEARS ARE RARELY ENCOUNTERED ALONG THE MAINLAND SOUTH OF NORTON SOUND IN THE ARCTIC AND THE
SEAL HUNTERS MAY TRAVEL ON THE ICE WITHOUT FEAR OF ATTACKS. IN THE BERING STRAIT AREA AND FURTHER NORTH
THE HUNTERS NEVER GO ONTO THE WINTER ICE WITHOUT THEIR SPEARS. TERRIBLE TALES ARE TOLD OF THE FATE OF

THOSE WHO CHANCED TO MEET THESE ANIMALS WHILE UNARMED.

 


