
ENGLISH TURNED AND FLUTED IVORY PERFUME BURNER OR ‘POT POURRI’
AN ENGLISH TURNED AND FLUTED IVORY PERFUME BURNER OR ‘POT POURRI’ WITH CARVED RING HANDLES AND

SPREADING FLUTED FOOT ON A SQUARE BASE
LATE 18TH – EARLY 19TH CENTURY

SIZE: 14.5CM HIGH, 7.5CM DIS. - 5¾ INS HIGH, 3 INS DIA.

 
LITERATURE

‘POT POURRI’ IS TRADITIONALLY MADE WITH ROSE PETALS MIXED WITH PERFUMED ROSE OIL OR WATER, AND USED TO
COUNTERACT THE SMELL OF STALE AIR, FOOD, WINE AND BODIES. ‘THE QUEEN OF FLOWERS’, MYTH, LEGEND,

LITERATURE AND ART HAVE ALL PERPETUATED THE IDEA THAT THE ROSE ITSELF, AND THE ROSE AS A SYMBOLIC IMAGE,
EXTEND FAR BACK INTO THE MISTS OF TIME. IN HOMER’S ILIAD THERE IS A REFERENCE TO ROSE OIL BEING USED FOR

MEDICINAL AND FUNERARY PURPOSES AT THE SIEGE OF TROY TO EMBALM THE BODY OF HECTOR, ‘APHRODITE HERSELF
BY DAY AND BY NIGHT SHE WASHED THE SKIN WITH ROSE OILÂ€¦.’ (ILIAD BOOK XXIII). AT THAT TIME ROSE OIL WAS MADE

NOT BY DISTILLATION, BUT BY STEEPING PETALS IN OLIVE, SESAME OR ALMOND OIL. AS HUGE QUANTITIES ARE
REQUIRED TO SCENT OIL IN THIS WAY IT SEEMS PROBABLE THAT THE ANCIENT GREEKS MUST HAVE CULTIVATED ROSES.

FOR THE ROMANS, ADMIRATION TURNED INTO OBSESSION. THEY WORE WREATHS, GREW ROSES IN THEIR GARDENS,
INCORPORATED PETALS IN A THOUSAND DISHES, USED THEM IN OILS, COSMETICS AND REMEDIES, LAY ON ROSE

PILLOWS, PAINTED ROSES IN FRESCOS, WROTE POETRY ABOUT THEM, BURIED THEIR DEAD WITH THEM, DEIFIED ROSES
AND OCCASIONALLY SUFFOCATED THEIR GUESTS WITH ROSES.

ROSES WERE ADORED BY MARIE ANTOINETTE AND SHE WOULD HAVE FRESH POT POURRI OR A PERFUMIER IN EVERY
ROOM AT THE PALACE OF VERSAILLES. LATER, IN 1807 THE EMPRESS JOSEPHINE WOULD SPEND £2600 IN A SINGLE

YEAR ON ROSES FROM KENNEDY AND LEE’S NURSERY IN HAMMERSMITH FOR HER GARDEN AT MALMAISON.

 


