
ENGLISH REGENCY TURNED IVORY URN
AN ENGLISH REGENCY TURNED IVORY URN ON AN SQUARE BASE SIGNED ‘M RAPER ESQ FECIT’

CIRCA 1800 – 1820
SIZE: 15CM HIGH, 7.5CM DIA. - 6 INS HIGH, 3 INS DIA.

 
LITERATURE

THOMAS HOPE (1769-1831) WAS A MAJOR CATALYST IN THE ARTS OF REGENCY ENGLAND. HE DEVELOPED A PASSION FOR
THE HEROIC DAYS OF CLASSICAL ANTIQUITY, AND AT THE AGE OF 18 EMBARKED ON AN ‘GRAND TOUR’ THAT LASTED

NEARLY 10 YEARS. WHILE TRAVELLING HE STARTED TO ASSEMBLE A REMARKABLE ART COLLECTION THAT ACCOMPANIED
HIM TO LONDON WHEN HE AND HIS FAMILY FLED HOLLAND FOLLOWING THE FRENCH INVASION OF 1794. HOPE

INSTALLED THE COLLECTION IN THE EXTRAORDINARY INTERIOR OF HIS DUCHESS STREET HOUSE AND ITS DECORATION
ULTIMATELY FOSTERED WHAT BECAME KNOWN AS ‘THE REGENCY’. THIS FASCINATING AMALGAM OF DECORATIVE

DETAILS, ORNAMENT WITH DIRECT INFLUENCES FROM ANTIQUITY, EUROPEAN ARCHITECTURE AND DESIGN CHANGED
THE COURSE OF BRITISH FINE ART. SHAPES SUCH AS THIS URN MIMICKING ANTIQUITY BECAME ALL THE RAGE.

 


