Finch & C°

ANCIENT PHOENICIAN ALABASTER BUST OF ADHTY

ARARE ANCIENT PHOENICIAN ALABASTER BUST OF ADEITY WITH LONG HAIR AND BEARD HIS EARS PIERCED WEARING
JEWELLED NECKLACES
CIRCA 1500 — 1000 BC
SIZE: 12CMHIGH, 9.5CMWIDE, 4CMDEEP - 4% INS HIGH, 3% INS WIDE, 174 INS DEEP / 19CMHIGH - 744 INS HIGH (WITH
BASE)

LITERATURE

THE PHOENICIANS WERE AN ANCIENT SEMITIC PEOPLE OF UNKNOWN ORIGIN, BUT CULTURALLY DESCENDED FROMTHE
CANAANITES OF THE 2ND MLLENNIUMBC WHO OCCUPIED THE COASTAL PLAIN OF MODERN LEBANON AND SYRIAIN THE
1ST MILLENNIUMBC, AND DERIVED THEIR PROSPERITY FROM TRADE AND MANUFACTURING INDUSTRIES IN TEXTILES,
GLASS, METAL-WARE, CARVED IVORY, WOOD AND JEWELLERY. THE PHOENICIANS WERE VERY ADEPT IN THE ART OF
COLONISATION AS THEY DEPOSITED SETTLERS WHEREVER THEY TRAVELLED. THEIR TRADING CONTACTS EXTENDED
THROUGHOUT ASIAAND REACHED WESTWARDS AS FAR AS AFRICA, WHERE THEY FOUNDED CARTHAGE, SPAIN WHERE
THEY FOUNDED CADIZ, AND POSSIBLY BRITAN.

THEY SEARCHED EACH LAND FOR PRECIOUS METALS AND MATERIALS, AND MUCH WAS EXTRACTED FROMANUNMBER OF
COLONIES. THE PHOENICIAN COLONY OF CADIZ EXPLOITED SPANISH SILVER MINES TO SUCH AN EXTENT THAT IT LEFT 20
MILLION TONS OF SILVER SLAG ON THE LANDSCAPE ALONG THE RIO TINTO. ALPHABETIC WRITING PROBABLY ALSO
ACCOMPANIED THE PHOENICIAN TRADERS AND COLONISERS.

THEY CONTINUED TO THRIVE UNDER ASSYRIAN AND THEN PERSIAN RULE UNTIL 322 BC WHEN THE CAPITAL, TYRE, WAS
SACKED AND THE COUNTRY INCORPORATED INTO THE GREEK WORLD BY ALEXANDER THE GREAT.



