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A PAIR OF ALASKAN BERING SEA INUIT ESKIMO SEALSKIN SNOW BOOTS

19TH CENTURY
SIZE: APPROX: 41CM HIGH - 16 INS HIGH

 
LITERATURE

THE ALASKAN INUIT’S FIRST LINE DEFENCE AGAINST THE HARSH CLIMATE WAS THEIR CLOTHING. ON HUNTING TRIPS
LASTING MORE THAN A DAY, A SPARE PAIR OF BOOTS AND INSOLES WOULD BE TAKEN IN CASE THE ONES BEING WORN
BECAME TOO DAMP OR WERE TORN. MEN’S BOOTS COME TO JUST BELOW THE KNEE AND ARE MADE WITH HARD, OIL

TANNED SEALSKIN SOLES AND SEALSKIN UPPERS. THE SOLES BEND AROUND THE FOOT AND ARE CRIMPED AT THE TOE
AND HEEL. A STRIP OF TANNED SEALSKIN IS USED TO JOIN THE SOLE AND UPPER PART OF THE BOOT.

FEET PERSPIRE MORE READILY THAN MOST OTHER PARTS OF THE BODY AND ARE THEREFORE PARTICULARLY
SUSCEPTIBLE TO FROSTBITE. IN ORDER TO KEEP A HUNTER’S FEET WARM AND FROST-FREE A PAIR OF TWINED GRASS
SOCKS ARE WORN INSIDE THE BOOTS. THESE PROVIDE INSULATION, ABSORB WATER WHICH MIGHT PENETRATE THE

OUTER BOOT AND PERSPIRATION, THEREBY KEEPING THE WEARER'S FEET RELATIVELY DRY. AT NIGHT THE WET GRASS
SOCKS ARE HUNG UP AND DRIED AND ARE THEN READY TO BE WORN AGAIN THE NEXT MORNING WITH THE SEALSKIN

BOOTS.

 


