Finch & C°

ENGLISH CARVED IVORY PORTRAIT BUST OF SHAKESPEARE

AN ENGLISH CARVED IVORY BUST OF WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE (1564-1616) ON AN EBONY PLINTH
FIRST HALF 19TH CENTURY
SIZE: 15CMHIGH - 6 INS HIGH (INCLUDING EBONY SOCLE)

LITERATURE

ALTHOUGH SHAKESPEARE WAS ARGUABLY THE GREATEST DRAMATIST OF THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE, NOTHING IS KNOWN
OF HIS BEGINNINGS AS AWRITER, NOR WHEN OR IN WHAT CAPACITY HE ENTERED THE THEATRE. THE FIRST PRINTED
ALLUSION TOHIMIS FROM 1592 IN THE PAMPHLET ‘GREENES GROATS-WORTH OF WITTE’, ITS MENTION OF AN ‘UPSTART
CROW WHO ‘SUPPOSES HE IS WELL ABLE TO BOMBAST OUT OF ABLANKE VERSE AS THE BEST OF YOU’ AND WHO ‘IS IN
HIS OWNE CONCEIT THE ONELY SHAKES-CENE IN ACOUNTRY SUGGESTS RIVALRY, AND PARODY OF ALINE FROMHENRY
VI SHOWS THAT SHAKESPEARE WAS ESTABLISHED ON THE LONDON LITERARY SCENE. HE WAS ALEADING MEMBER OF
THE LORD CHAVBERLAINS MEN SOON AFTER THEIR RE-FOUNDATION IN 1594. WITH THEMHE WORKED AND GREW
PROSPEROUS FOR THE REST OF HIS CAREER AS THEY DEVELOPED INTO LONDON'S LEADING COMPANY, OCCUPYING
THE GLOBE THEATRE FROM 1599, BECOMING THE KING'S MEN ON JAVES I'S ACCESSION IN 1603 AND TAKING OVER THE
BLACKFRIARS AS AWINTER HOUSE IN 1608. LONDON BECAVE SHAKESPEARE'S PROFESSIONAL BASE, BUT HIS FAMLY
AND HOME REMAINED IN STRATFORD WHERE HE IS BURIED IN THE HOLY TRINITY CHURCHYARD.



