
FRENCH PORTABLE POCKET HORIZONTAL SUNDIAL AND COMPASS
A FRENCH PORTABLE POCKET HORIZONTAL SUNDIAL AND COMPASS 

SIGNED ‘BUTTERFIELD A PARIS’
WITH ORIGINAL PLUSH LINED LEATHER CASE

CIRCA 1700
SIZE: 8CM LONG, 6.5CM WIDE, 1CM HIGH - 3¼ INS LONG, 2½ INS WIDE, ¼ INS HIGH 

CASE: 9CM LONG, 8CM WIDE, 2CM HIGH - 3½ INS LONG, 3 INS WIDE, ¾ HIGH
CF: A VERY SIMILAR EXAMPLE IN THE MUSÉE D’HISTOIRE DES SCIENCES, GENEVA

 
LITERATURE

MICHAEL BUTTERFIELD (1635-1724) WAS AN ENGLISH INSTRUMENT MAKER WHO WORKED IN PARIS DURING THE LATE
17TH CENTURY. WITH THE ADVENT OF THE GRAND TOUR PORTABLE POCKET SUNDIALS BECAME A FASHIONABLE

TRAVELLERS ACCESSORY. THE SCIENTIFIC INSTRUMENT TRADE ACCORDINGLY MANUFACTURED AND DEVISED MANY
FORMS OF POCKET DIAL. ON THIS EXAMPLE THE BRASS FACE IS ENGRAVED WITH FOUR HOUR SCALES FOR LATITUDES
52º 49º 46º AND 43º. A COLLAPSIBLE GNOMON ADJUSTABLE FROM 40º TO 60º LAYS AGAINST THE POINTER OF THE BIRD
SUPPORTER’S BEAK. THE LATITUDE OF MANY TOWNS IN FRANCE AND EUROPE, INCLUDING PARIS, LONDON, MADRID,

BRUSSELS, HAMBURG, COPENHAGEN AND CALAIS ARE ENGRAVED ON THE BACK. THE HINGED GNOMON, A TRIANGULAR
FLAP MADE TO CAST A SHADOW, COULD BE ADJUSTED ACCORDINGLY TO LATITUDE. THE GNOMON FOLDS FLAT AND THE
SUNDIAL HAS CUT CORNERS TO ENABLE IT TO BE ENCLOSED IN A CASE AND CARRIED IN A POCKET. THE ADJUSTABLE
GNOMON ENABLED THE TIME TO BE READ ACCURATELY IN A VARIETY OF LOCATIONS. EVEN AFTER WATCHES BECAME

POPULAR, POCKET DIALS REMAINED IN DEMAND AS EARLY WATCHES DID NOT REMAIN ACCURATE FOR LONG, AND
TRAVELLERS COULD USE THE DIAL TO REGULARLY RESET THEIR WATCH.

 


