
NORTHWEST COAST NOOTKA ‘NUU-CHAH-NULTH’ CHIEFS WHALE BONE SWORD CLUB
A RARE NORTHWEST COAST NOOTKA ‘NUU-CHAH-NULTH’ CHIEFS WHALE BONE SWORD CLUB THE HANDLE CARVED

WITH A STYLISED PROFILE OF AN OPEN BEAKED THUNDERBIRD THE BLADE DECORATED ON EACH SIDE WITH A FRONTAL
VIEW OF AN ABSTRACT FIGURE WITH OVAL FACE A STONE DRILLED HOLE TO ONE SIDE FOR A WRIST THONG

OLD WORN SMOOTH UNTOUCHED PATINA OF A RICH COLOUR
AN OLD SMALL CHIP TO THE END OF THE BLADE

18TH CENTURY
SIZE: 51.5CM LONG, 7CM WIDE, 1.5CM DEEP - 20 INS LONG, 2¾ INS WIDE, ¾ INS DEEP

 
LITERATURE

THESE CLUBS WERE MORE THAN JUST A WEAPON, THEY WERE IMPORTANT SYMBOLS OF STATUS AND THE PRESTIGE OF
CHIEFS WHO GAVE THE CLUBS CEREMONIAL NAMES. THEY WERE LINKED TO THE WHALING TRADITIONS OF HIGH

RANKING FAMILIES AS WHALING WAS A PRIVILEGE ACCORDED TO HEREDITARY CHIEFS. THE SHAPE AND DESIGN OF
THESE CLUBS SEEMS TO HAVE BEEN TRADITIONALLY LIMITED TO MINOR VARIATIONS OF AN ANCIENT FORM THAT GOES

BACK TO 2000BC. THE IMAGERY OF THE THUNDERBIRD SYMBOLISES THE POWER OF THE MYTHICAL WORLD OF THE
NOOTKA.

CAPTAIN COOK COLLECTED OVER 230 DOCUMENTED OBJECTS ON HIS THIRD VOYAGE AND OVER HALF OF THESE
ORIGINATE FROM THE NOOTKA. MEMBERS OF THE VOYAGE COMMENTED ON THE WHALEBONE SWORD CLUBS THEY

COLLECTED AND COMPARED THEM TO THE MAORI PATAPATOOS. THE SHIP RESOLUTION WAS ANCHORED OFF THE WEST
COAST OF VANCOUVER ISLAND FROM MARCH TO THE END OF APRIL 1778 TO UNDERTAKE URGENT REPAIRS, AND SO
THEY WERE ABLE TO VISIT AND STUDY THE SETTLEMENTS IN THE RAINFOREST TERRITORY AROUND NOOTKA SOUND
OVER A FEW WEEKS, AND MANY OBJECTS WERE TRADED WITH THE PEOPLE WHO ARE TODAY KNOWN AS ‘NUU-CHAH-

NULTH’.

 


