
DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF CONGO KUBA PEOPLES CEPHALOMORPHIC CEREMONIAL PALM WINE CUP
A DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF CONGO KUBA PEOPLES CEPHALOMORPHIC CEREMONIAL PALM WINE CUP

OLD DRY SMOOTH SILKY PATINA
EARLY 20TH CENTURY

SIZE: 18CM HIGH, 11CM DIA. (MAX) - 7 INS HIGH, 4¼ INS DIA. (MAX)

 
LITERATURE

THE KUBA ONCE PRODUCED A VARIETY OF DISTINCTIVE VESSELS FOR DRINKING PALM WINE. THIS VESSEL IS CARVED IN
A TYPICAL CEPHALOMORPHIC STYLISED FORM WITH A LARGE FEMALE HEAD SUPPORTED ON ABBREVIATED LEGS THAT

TERMINATE IN ABSTRACT FEET. THE STYLISTIC FEATURES OF THE FACE; THE HAIRLINE RIDGE, CRESCENT SHAPED
EYEBROWS, SCARIFICATION ROUNDELS BY THE EARS AND TRIANGULAR MOUTH ARE ALL SIMILAR TO THOSE FOUND ON

KUBA MASKS.
PALM WINE IS A NATURALLY ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE THAT EXUDES FROM THE CORE OF THE RAFFIA PALM TREE WHEN IT

IS TAPPED. THE LIQUID IS COLLECTED IN THE EARLY MORNING AND LATE AFTERNOON. TODAY, PALM WINE VENDORS
OFFER THIS BEVERAGE IN A PLASTIC CUP, BUT IN THE 19TH AND EARLY 20TH CENTURY KUBA MEN WOULD PURCHASE A

DECORATED WOODEN PALM WINE CONTAINER FOR THEIR PERSONAL USE.
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