
FRENCH DIEPPE CARVED IVORY RELIEF DEPICTING THE VISIONARY ST AUGUSTINE
A FRENCH DIEPPE CARVED IVORY RELIEF DEPICTING THE VISIONARY ST AUGUSTINE IN A CLASSICAL LANDSCAPE

OFFERING HIS EMBLEM THE SACRED HEART OF FIRE TO THE MADONNA AND CHILD
19TH CENTURY

SIZE: IVORY: 15CM HIGH, 8.5CM WIDE - 6 INS HIGH, 3¼ INS WIDE

 
LITERATURE

THE CULT OF ST AUGUSTINE WAS EARLY AND WIDESPREAD. HIS INTELLECTUAL BRILLIANCE, WIDE EDUCATION, ARDENT
TEMPERAMENT AND MYSTICAL INSIGHT FORMED A PERSONALITY OF EXTRAORDINARY QUALITY. HIS UNDERSTANDING OF

CHRISTIAN REVELATION WAS SHOWN IN HIS VOLUMINOUS WRITINGS WHICH HAVE PROBABLY PROVED MORE
INFLUENTIAL IN THE HISTORY OF THOUGHT THAN ANY CHRISTIAN WRITER SINCE ST PAUL.

ALTHOUGH ITS ORIGINS CAN BE TRACED BACK TO THE MYSTICS OF THE MIDDLE AGES AND THEIR MEDITATION ON
CHRIST’S WOUNDS AT HIS CRUCIFIXION, THE DEVOTION OF THE SACRED HEART HAS ONLY OFFICIALLY BEEN DEFINED
SINCE THE 18TH CENTURY. THE PHYSICAL HEART OF JESUS IS A SUBJECT OF CATHOLIC DEVOTION AND A FEAST DAY IS

OBSERVED ON THE FRIDAY OF THE WEEK AFTER CORPUS CHRISTI.

 


