Finch & C°

DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF CONGO KUBA PEOPLES CEREMONIAL PALM WINE VESSEL

ADEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF CONGO KUBAPEOPLES CEREMONIAL PALMWINE VESSEL WITH INTERLACED ABSTRACT
DESIGNS THE HANDLE FINELY CARVED WITH AN ELONGATED FEMALE FIGURE
OLD DRY SMOOTH DARK BROVWN PATINA
LATE 19TH — EARLY 20TH CENTURY
SIZE: 16CMHIGH, 13.5CMDIA (MAX) 6%4 INS HIGH, 57 DIA (MAX)

LITERATURE

PALMWINE ‘MAAN’ IS MADE FROM THE SAP OF ARAFFIAPALMTREE. AFTER SIXYEARS OF GROWTH THE MATURE TREE IS
READY TO BE TAPPED. PALMWINE SPECIALISTS COLLECT THE SWEET ALCOHOLIC LIQUID TWICE ADAY, EARLY MORNING
AND LATE EVENING. IT IS THEN CARRIED BACK IN LARGE GOURD CONTAINERS TO BE CONSUMED. IT CAN BE DRUNK
IMVEDIATELY OR ALLOWED TO FERMENT, GROWING MORE INTOXICATING OVER THE COURSE OF ADAY. THE FIRST EARLY
MORNING LIQUID IS CONSIDERED THE SWEETEST, AND EMLE TORDAY RECORDED THAT THE BUSHOONG HAD A
PROVERB DECLARING THAT AMAN IS LIKE PALMWINE: ‘SWEET YOUTH LACKS WISDOM, WISE OLD AGE LACKS
SWEETNESS OF CHARACTER'. (1925:143)



