
ITALIAN ‘AFTER THE ANTIQUE’ BRONZE OF ARROTINO
AN ITALIAN ‘AFTER THE ANTIQUE’ BRONZE OF ARROTINO OR THE BLADE SHARPENER ON SIENNA MARBLE AND BRONZE

PLINTH
EARLY 19TH CENTURY

SIZE: 17CM HIGH, 17.5CM WIDE, 10CM DEEP - 6¾ INS HIGH, 7 INS WIDE, 4 INS DEEP

 
LITERATURE

KNOWN ALSO AS THE SCYTHIAN OR ‘IL ROTATORE’ THIS FIGURE IS THOUGHT TO BE FROM A GROUP REPRESENTING
APOLLO FLAYING MARSYAS. IT WAS EXCAVATED IN THE EARLY 16TH CENTURY AND IS A ROMAN 3RD CENTURY BC MARBLE

OF AN EARLIER HELLENISTIC MODEL. THE SCULPTURE APPEARS IN AN INVENTORY OF 1520 OF THE VILLA FARNESINA
AFTER THE DEATH OF AGOSTINO CHIGI. IT WAS LATER SOLD BY A MEMBER OF THE FAMILY TO CARDINAL FERDINANDO DE

MEDICI AND REMOVED TO THE VILLA MEDICI WHERE IT REMAINED ON DISPLAY UNTIL IT WAS TAKEN IN THE 18TH
CENTURY TO THE MEDICI COLLECTION IN FLORENCE. IT IS TODAY IN THE TRIBUNA OF THE UFFIZI IN FLORENCE.

WHILST IN THE MEDICI COLLECTION THE EXECUTIONER OR ‘VILLANO’ WAS REINTERPRETED AS A SCYTHIAN, AND
SOMETIMES HE BECAME ‘THE LISTENING SLAVE’ A ROYAL BARBER OR BUTLER OVERHEARING TREASONOUS PLOTTING

AGAINST THE STATE. IN THE LATE 17TH CENTURY IT WAS RECOGNISED AS HAVING BEEN PART OF A LARGER HELLENISTIC
GROUP BY SCHOLARS IDENTIFYING THE THEME IN ANTIQUE ENGRAVED GEM STONES. 

FOR A LONG TIME THE SCULPTURE WAS THOUGHT TO BE ONE OF THE FINEST SURVIVING GREEK MARBLES, AND AS
SUCH MANY COPIES IN PLASTER WERE MADE FOR INSTRUCTION. A LIFE SIZED CAST WAS MADE FOR THE R.A. THAT CAN

BE SEEN IN THE COURTAULD GALLERY. IT BECAME A POPULAR GRAND TOUR SUBJECT IN THE 18TH AND 19TH CENTURY
AND BRONZE REDUCTIONS WERE MADE TO ILLUSTRATE THE ANCIENT GREEK IDEAL.

 


