
FRENCH SOLID CAST BRONZE FIGURE OF THE GREEK GOD PAN
A FRENCH SOLID CAST BRONZE FIGURE OF THE GREEK GOD PAN BLOWING A CONCH SHELL WHILST HOLDING ANOTHER

HIS EARS SHARPLY POINTED TWO PROJECTING HORNS SPROUTING FROM HIS FOREHEAD WEARING A LION SKIN
STANDING ON A ROCKWORK FLOWER STREWN BASE

TRACES OF BROWN LACQUER OVER A GILT BRONZE PATINA
18TH CENTURY

SIZE: 27CM HIGH - 10½ INS HIGH

 
LITERATURE

GREEK LEGEND MAKES PAN THE SON OF HERMES AND A FAVOURITE OF DIONYSUS, THE FERTILITY GOD. BORN IN
ARCADIA, THE PASTORAL STATE IN THE CENTRE OF THE PELOPONNESE, HE HAUNTED CAVES AND LONELY RURAL

PLACES. HE WAS PLAYFUL AND ENERGETIC, BUT IRRITABLE ESPECIALLY IF DISTURBED DURING HIS AFTERNOON SLEEP.
HE COULD INSPIRE FEAR, A SUDDEN GROUNDLESS FRIGHT, IN BOTH MEN AND ANIMALS. BY BLOWING ON A CONCH
SHELL HE CREATED PANIC WHEN ZEUS LED THE GODS AGAINST KRONOS AND THE TITANS. HE ENJOYED CHASING

NYMPHS, ESPECIALLY ECHO.
IN FRANCE IN THE 17TH AND 18TH CENTURIES INTIMATE SMALL SCALE BRONZE STATUETTES, USUALLY OF

MYTHOLOGICAL OR ALLEGORICAL SUBJECTS, WERE MADE FOR COLLECTORS TO ADMIRE AND STUDY IN THEIR ‘CABINET’.

 


