
NATIVE AMERICAN PLAINS LAKOTA SIOUX PIPE TOMAHAWK
A NATIVE AMERICAN PLAINS LAKOTA SIOUX PIPE TOMAHAWK WITH A RAWHIDE THONG GRIP WRAPPED IN PORCUPINE

QUILLWORK STAINED RED WHITE AND BLUE AND WITH ATTACHED BRASS BEADS TIN CONES AND RED FEATHER
DANGLERS THE IRON BLADE AND PIPE OF ENGLISH TYPE ATTACHED TO A STRAIGHT WOODEN HAFT

THE MOUTHPIECE CHEWED AND WORN SMOOTH
MELLOW SILKY PATINA

CIRCA 1830 – 1850
Â€¨SIZE: 54CM LONG - 21¼ INS LONG 

BLADE: 19CM HIGH - 7½ INS HIGH

 
LITERATURE

THE EARLY PIPE TOMAHAWK WAS A LARGE HEAVY HEADED PRACTICAL WEAPON MADE OF IRON, AND WAS ASSOCIATED
WITH CLOSE HAND-TO-HAND COMBAT. AFTER 1870 THEY WERE NO LONGER NEEDED IN WARFARE AND THEY BECAME

MUCH LARGER AND MORE DECORATIVE, SUITED TO THEIR USE IN CEREMONIAL PARADES AS CHIEFLY SYMBOLS OF
PRESTIGE.

THE PIPE TOMAHAWK IS UNIQUE IN NATIVE AMERICAN LIFE. MOST PEOPLES ACROSS THE WORLD PRODUCED AND USED
CUTTING AXES AND PIPES FOR SMOKING, BUT IT WAS ONLY IN NORTH AMERICA THAT THESE TWO FUNCTIONS WERE

FUSED INTO A SINGLE OBJECT. OVER A PERIOD OF 250 YEARS THE PIPE TOMAHAWK WAS USED ON DIFFERENT
OCCASIONS AS A CEREMONIAL AND SYMBOLIC OBJECT, A FUNCTIONING TOOL, A WEAPON OF WARFARE AND AS A CHIEF’S

SCEPTRE. IT HAS BECOME THE IMPLEMENT MOST ASSOCIATED WITH THE NATIVE AMERICANS OF THE PLAINS.

 


