
IRISH MAHOGANY BOX INLAID WITH CARVED LAVA STONE CAMEOS ITALIAN MICRO MOSAIC ROUNDELS PIETRA-DURA
BUTTERFLY DECORATED PANELS NUMEROUS AGATES STONES AND GEMS

AN UNUSUAL IRISH MAHOGANY BOX INLAID WITH CARVED LAVA STONE CAMEOS ITALIAN MICRO MOSAIC ROUNDELS
PIETRA-DURA BUTTERFLY DECORATED PANELS NUMEROUS AGATES STONES AND GEMS CONTAINING A COLLECTION OF

AGATES AND INTAGLIOS IN THREE LAYERS
THE FIRST TRAY WITH A COLLECTION OF TWELVE GLASS INTAGLIOS ONE RED JASPER EGYPTIAN SCARAB BEETLE THIRTY

FIVE CUT AND POLISHED AGATES OF VARIOUS SIZES AND A FINE CUT ROCK CRYSTAL JEWEL CONTAINED IN ORIGINAL
RED LEATHER CASE WITH HANDWRITTEN NOTE: ‘SPECIMEN (SIC) OF CRYSTAL FOUND IN THE NEIGHBOURHOOD OF

MONT BLANC. GIVEN TO ME BY GEORGE LOWTHER 1816’
THE SECOND TRAY WITH A LARGE SLAB OF LAPIS LAZULI AND THIRTY FIVE OTHER VARIOUS CUT AND POLISHED AGATES
THE BOTTOM THIRD LAYER WITH TWO THICK SPECIMEN SLAPS OF STRAW PORPHYRY WITH LABELS UNDERNEATH: ‘NO.

431 SERPENTINE VERDE SCILIO CON CRISTOLLI ORIENTALE’ AND ‘NO. 422 SERPENTINE VERDE CON CRISTALLI GIALLI ED
AGATA’ AND A LARGE CUT SLAB OF GREEN MOSS AGATE ANOTHER OF LAPIS LAZULI AND FIVE OTHER CUT AND POLISHED

AGATE SPECIMENS
A LABEL TO THE LID READING: ‘MADE BY MY FATHER ROBERT FOSTER DUNLOP IN THE WINTER OF 1852 AND 1853. D.R

QUIN’ DOROTHEA ROBERTA QUIN WAS THE DAUGHTER OF ROBERT FOSTER DUNLOP (FORMERLY DELAP) 1809 - 1875 OF
MONASTERBOICE CO. LOUTH. SHE MARRIED THE REVEREND RICHARD QUIN OF FORK HILL IRELAND IN 1880

SIZE: 16CM HIGH, 36CM WIDE, 25.5CM DEEP - 6¼ INS HIGH, 14¼ INS WIDE, 10 INS DEEP

 
LITERATURE

THE FASCINATION FOR COLLECTING MINIATURE STONES, INTAGLIOS, GEMS AND CAMEOS REACHED BACK THROUGH THE
RENAISSANCE TO CLASSICAL ANTIQUITY ITSELF. PLINY DESCRIBED THE CABINETS OF SUCH ILLUSTRIOUS ROMANS AS
POMPEY THE GREAT, JULIUS CAESAR AND MARCELLUS, NEPHEW OF THE EMPEROR AUGUSTUS. IN THE 17TH AND 18TH

CENTURIES PASSIONATE CONNOISSEURS OF COINS AND GEMS SUCH AS THE EARL OF ARUNDEL AND SIR WILLIAM
HAMILTON FORMED IMPORTANT AND OUTSTANDING COLLECTIONS. IN THE 19TH CENTURY THIS LOVE FOR COLLECTING

ALMOST BECAME A NATIONAL PURSUIT, AND WITH THE FOUNDING OF THE VICTORIA AND ALBERT MUSEUM IT WAS NO
LONGER THOUGHT OF AS ECCENTRIC.

 


