
AMAZONIAN TAPIRAPÉ SEMI CIRCULAR CEREMONIAL ENEMY WARRIOR DANCE MASK ‘UPÉ’
A RARE LARGE AMAZONIAN TAPIRAPÉ SEMI CIRCULAR CEREMONIAL ENEMY WARRIOR DANCE MASK ‘UPÉ’

EARLY 20TH CENTURY
SIZE: 92CM HIGH, 80CM WIDE - 36 INS HIGH, 31½ INS WIDE 

119CM HIGH - 47 INS HIGH (WITH STAND)

 
LITERATURE

TAPIRAPÉ ENEMY WARRIOR OR ‘UPÉ’ MASKS ARE THE LARGEST AND MOST DISTINCTIVE MASKS PRODUCED IN THE
LOWLANDS OF THE AMAZONIAN FORESTS. THEY ARE CONSTRUCTED OF BLUE, YELLOW AND SCARLET MACAW FEATHERS

AFFIXED TO A WOODEN PANEL WITH BEESWAX, WITH THE FRINGE OF FEATHER PLUMES INSERTED INTO A SPLINT
BORDER. THE FLASHING RECTANGULAR EYES ARE FRESHWATER MOTHER-OF-PEARL INSERTS AND THE ROUNDELS ON
THE CHEEKS ARE SAID TO REPRESENT EAR PLUGS MOVED INWARD ON THE FACE BY ARTISTIC CONVENTION. THIS MASK

IS A RARE SURVIVAL AS IN THE AMAZON THEY ARE VERY SOON DEVOURED BY INSECTS NO MATTER HOW CAREFULLY
THEY ARE STORED.

THE FEATHER HEADDRESS TO THE SOUTH AMERINDIAN MAN IS AS IMPORTANT AS A FINE CLUB. IT IS AN ULTIMATE POWER
OBJECT WITH WHICH THEY CAN SHOW OFF LIKE DECORATED DANDIES PUTTING ON A DISPLAY FOR PLAIN, BUT HIGHLY

SELECTIVE AND CHOOSY, FEMALES. IN A CLEARED AREA THEY DANCE DISPLAYING THEIR BRIGHTLY COLOURED PLUMES,
REPLICATING THE MATING GROUNDS OF TROPICAL FOREST BIRDS.

IN THE EARLY 16TH CENTURY BRAZIL WAS KNOWN AS ‘THE LAND OF PARROTS’ AS IN 1493 CHRISTOPHER COLUMBUS
HAD BROUGHT BACK THE FIRST LIVE PARROTS TO EUROPE. PEOPLE WERE ASTONISHED BY THE ELECTRIC COLOURS OF

THEIR FEATHERS WHICH HAVE HAD A STRONG INFLUENCE ON FASHION DESIGN EVER SINCE. THE SOUTH AMERINDIAN
KEPT PARROTS, TOUCANS, MACAWS AND HARPY EAGLES AS PETS IN THEIR VILLAGES AND FEATHERS WERE PLUCKED
FROM THEM, OR GATHERED WHEN THEY MOULTED, FOR USE IN HEADDRESSES AND DECORATIVE ADORNMENTS AND

THESE WOULD GROW BACK RENEWED EVEN MORE BRIGHTLY COLOURED THAN BEFORE. FEATHERS AND CAPTIVE
BIRDS WERE TRADED ACROSS THE ENTIRE AREA OF THE AMAZON WITH THE MOST BRIGHTLY COLOURED REGARDED



LIKE GOLD DUST IN EUROPE; A HIGHLY VALUABLE COMMODITY.

 


