
RARE SET OF FOUR PAIRS OF COCKFIGHTING SPURS
A RARE SET OF FOUR PAIRS OF COCKFIGHTING SPURS CONTAINED IN A SILK LINED SHAGREEN CASE LEATHER AND

STEEL STAMPED ‘TS’
18TH CENTURY

SIZE: 4.5CM HIGH, 9CM WIDE, 12CM DEEP - 1¾ INS HIGH, 3½ INS WIDE, 4¾ INS DEEP 
SEE: FINCH & CO CATALOGUE NO.8, ITEM NO.83, FOR A SINGLE PAIR

 
LITERATURE

THE EARLIEST KNOWN BRITISH BOOK ON THE SPORT OF COCKFIGHTING WAS PUBLISHED IN 1607 ‘THE COMMENDATION
OF COCKS AND COCKFIGHTING’ BY GEORGE WILSON. HE WAS THE FIRST TO USE THE TERM ‘COCK OF THE GAME’ AFTER

WHICH FIGHTING COCKERELS WERE KNOWN AS ‘GAMECOCKS’. COCKFIGHTING WAS POPULAR IN ANCIENT GREECE,
ROME AND PERSIA AND PROBABLY ORIGINATED IN INDIA, ALTHOUGH ON MAGELLAN’S VOYAGE AROUND THE PHILIPPINES
IN 1521 IT WAS DOCUMENTED AS A MAJOR SPORT IN THE KINGDOM OF TAYTAY BY THE CHRONICLER ANTONIO PIGAFETTA.

IT IS THEREFORE POSSIBLE THAT THE GAME’S ORIGINS LIE IN SOUTH EAST ASIA.
IN RENAISSANCE ENGLAND IT ENJOYED ROYAL PATRONAGE AND A COCKPIT WAS BUILT IN WHITEHALL PALACE BY HENRY

VIII. THE SPORT WAS BANNED IN THE 17TH CENTURY BY CROMWELL, BUT REVIVED UNDER CHARLES II AT THE
RESTORATION. AS A BLOOD SPORT IT HAS BEEN ILLEGAL SINCE 1849 IN BRITAIN, BUT IT IS STILL THE SUBJECT OF

FRENZIED GAMBLING IN LOUISIANA, MEXICO, LATIN AMERICA, THE MIDDLE EAST, SOUTH EAST ASIA AND THE PHILIPPINES.
THE COCKERELS ARE GIVEN THE BEST OF CARE UNTIL THE AGE OF TWO YEARS WHEN THEY ARE CONDITIONED LIKE
PROFESSIONAL ATHLETES PRIOR TO AN EVENT. METAL SPURS ARE ATTACHED TO THE COCK’S NATURAL SPURS, AND

THE HANDLERS PLACE THE TWO COCKS BEAK TO BEAK IN A SMALL CIRCULAR PIT. WAGERS ARE MADE ON THE OUTCOME
OF THE JOUST AND THE BIRDS RELEASED. A COMBATANT WINS WHEN HIS OPPONENT IS UNABLE OR UNWILLING TO

FIGHT OR IS KILLED.

 


