
PAIR OF SOUTH NETHERLANDISH CARVED OAK ARCHITECTURAL CORBELS
A LARGE PAIR OF SOUTH NETHERLANDISH CARVED OAK ARCHITECTURAL CORBELS WITH STYLISED MALE HEADS

PERHAPS PART OF A ‘BARBET’ CHIMNEY PIECE
PROBABLY ANTWERP
EARLY 17TH CENTURY

Â€¨SIZE: 51.5CM HIGH, 21CM WIDE, 44CM DEEP - 20¼ INS HIGH, 8 INS WIDE, 17¼ INS DEEP

 
LITERATURE

THE WORD ‘CORBEL’ COMES FROM THE LATIN WORD ‘CURVUS’ MEANING ‘RAVEN’. A CORBEL IS A BRACKET BUILT INTO,
OR PROJECTING OUT FROM A WALL SUPPORTING THE WEIGHT OF THE STRUCTURE ABOVE. IT WAS THOUGHT THAT ITS

SHAPE RESEMBLES THAT OF A CROW’S BEAK, HENCE ITS NAME. CORBELS ARE A PARTICULAR FEATURE OF JEAN
BARBET’S (1591-1654) VARIOUS DESIGNS FOR IMPRESSIVE MANNERIST CHIMNEY PIECES. HIS INFLUENTIAL BOOK ‘LIVRE
D’ARCHITECTURE D’AUTELS ET DE CHEMINÉES’ WAS WIDELY USED AS A SOURCE BOOK FOR FIREPLACE DESIGN FOR

MANY DECADES.
IN THE 17TH CENTURY WHEN THE CO-ORDINATING AND DOMINANT ROLE OF THE ARCHITECT HAD NOT YET BEEN
PROPERLY ESTABLISHED, EXCEPT IN CERTAIN COURT CIRCLES, A WELL EDUCATED CLIENT WOULD QUITE OFTEN

DIRECT THE BUILDING OF HIS OWN HOUSE, IF ONLY BECAUSE HE TENDED TO KNOW MORE ABOUT THE NEWEST FORMS
OF BUILDING THAN THE MASTER BUILDER WHO WAS TO ERECT THE HOUSE. THE MASTER BUILDER WAS AN ARTISAN

WORKING IN AN ANCIENT TRADITION WITH ONLY A LIMITED KNOWLEDGE OF RECENT DEVELOPMENTS IN HIS FIELD. THE
CLIENT, HOWEVER, HAD MOST OFTEN BEEN A GRAND TOURIST AND HAD ACCESS TO BOOKS THAT HE COULD READ AND

UNDERSTAND. LATER ON THE PROFESSIONAL ARCHITECT GRADUALLY BECAME MORE FIRMLY ENTRENCHED AS A
KNOWLEDGEABLE LEADER OF A TEAM OF CRAFTSMEN WHO COULD PRODUCE PROPOSALS FROM WHICH A CLIENT

COULD CHOOSE.

 


