
NEW ZEALAND MAORI WOVEN FLAX AND KIWI FEATHER PRESENTATION BAG ‘KETE MUKA’
A RARE NEW ZEALAND MAORI WOVEN FLAX AND KIWI FEATHER PRESENTATION BAG ‘KETE MUKA’

MID TO LATE 19TH CENTURY
Â€¨SIZE: APPROX: 22CM HIGH, 27CM WIDE - 8¾ INS HIGH, 10¾ INS WIDE

 
LITERATURE

CF: BRITISH MUSEUM MAORI COLLECTIONS, 2010, PLATE; 186, NO.1994
Â€¨THE ABBEY MUSEUM WAS BRITAIN’S FIRST SOCIAL HISTORY MUSEUM AND WAS FOUNDED BY JOHN WARD (1885-1949).

DURING THE LONDON BLITZ OF 1940 THE MUSEUM WAS FORCED TO CLOSE AND IT NEVER AGAIN REOPENED. THE
COLLECTIONS WERE SOLD TO FINANCE THE MIGRATION OF WARD AND HIS CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY TO CYPRUS WHERE

HE DIED IN 1949.
THESE WOVEN FIBRE AND KIWI FEATHER BAGS WERE AN ADAPTATION OF THE MAORI CLOAK MAKING TRADITION AND
APPEARED AROUND THE MIDDLE OF THE 19TH CENTURY. THE SATCHEL SHAPED CONTAINERS WERE MADE FROM

STRIPS OF NEW ZEALAND NATIVE FLAX PLANT, PHORMIUM TENAX, WHICH AFTER SCRAPING AND POUNDING YIELDS A
GOOD QUALITY FIBRE. THE KIWI, A FLIGHTLESS BIRD OF GREAT ANTIQUITY IS PECULIAR TO NEW ZEALAND. THEIR

FEATHERS LACK THE BARBULES NEEDED TO LOCK TOGETHER THE FEATHERS FOR FLIGHT AND ARE THEREFORE SOFT
AND DOWN-LIKE AND A FAVOURITE MATERIAL FOR AN IMPORTANT PRESENTATION GIFT OR EXCHANGE.

LATER, IN THE EARLY 20TH CENTURY, BAGS WERE MADE ENTIRELY OF PATTERNED WOVEN FLAX OR CABBAGE TREE LEAF
BY THE MAORI TO SELL TO THE TOURIST TRADE.Â€¨

 


