Finch & C°

GERMAN ‘FREUNDSCHAFTSBILDER’' OR INFORMAL FRIENDSHIP PORTRAIT OF AN ARTIST
AGERMAN ‘FREUNDSCHAFTSBILDER’ OR INFORMAL FRIENDSHIP PORTRAIT THE ARTIST SEATED BEFORE ALARGE
CANVAS PAINTED WITH AVISIGOTHIC BATTLE SCENE HOLDING HIS PALETTE BRUSHES AND MAHL STICK HIS EYES
PIERCING THE IEWER
OIL ON PAPER LAID ON ARTISTS BOARD
EARLY 19TH CENTURY
SIZE: 30.5CMHIGH, 23.5CMWIDE - 12 INS HIGH, 9%4 INS WIDE (PANEL)
41CMHIGH, 32.5CMWIDE - 16 INS HIGH, 13%4 INS WIDE (FRAVED)

LITERATURE
INFORMAL FRIENDSHIP PORTRAITS KNOWN AS ‘FREUNDSCHAFTSBILDER’” WERE PARTICULARLY POPULAR WITH GERMAN
ARTISTS IN THE EARLY 19TH CENTURY. THEY WERE USUALLY PAINTED BY ANOTHER ARTIST OF THE SAVE CIRCLE
PERHAPS AS ATOKEN OF REGARD. THE ARTIST HAS BEEN GIVEN AVERY THEATRICAL AR WHILST SHOWING OFF ALL THE
INDICATIONS OF HIS PROFESSION AND THE SLIGHTLY EROTIC SUBJECT MATTER OF HIS ART. HIS EYES LOOK OUT FROM
THE PORTRAIT WITH APECULIAR INTENSITY AND ARE SEPARATELY FOCUSED WHICH MAY BE BECAUSE IT IS ASELF
PORTRAIT AND THE ARTIST USED AMIRROR TO PAINT HIS OWN IMAGE. HE SITS BEFORE AVELVET CURTAIN IN AN
EMBROIDERED COAT AND ASILK WAISTCOAT, RECALLING LEONARDO DAVINCI'S COMVENT THAT WHILST THE PAINTER
SITS AT EASE IN HIS CHAIR IN HIS FINE CLOTHES, THE SCULPTOR LABOURS AMIDST THE DUST AND NOISE OF HIS
WORKSHOP.



