
BURMESE BUDDHIST PALM LEAF MANUSCRIPT RITUAL TEXT BOUND IN TWO FINELY CARVED BONE BOOK COVERS
A BURMESE BUDDHIST PALM LEAF MANUSCRIPT RITUAL TEXT BOUND IN TWO FINELY CARVED BONE BOOK COVERS 

DECORATED WITH DANCING FIGURES A CRAB WITH A FISH AND BUDDHA AS A LION ENCLOSED BY SILVER CLASPS THE
TEXT INCISED WITH A STYLUS

LATE 18TH – EARLY 19TH CENTURY
SIZE: 6CM HIGH, 50CM WIDE, 3CM DEEP - 2¼ INS HIGH, 19¾ INS WIDE, 1¼ INS DEEP

 
LITERATURE

BUDDHISM IS MORE PERVASIVE IN BURMA THAN IN ANY OTHER COUNTRY WITH GLEAMING WHITEWASHED OR GILDED
TEMPLES EVERYWHERE. ALMOST EVERY VILLAGE SUPPORTS A MONASTERY AND EARLY EVERY MORNING SAFFRON

ROBED MONKS MAKE THEIR ROUNDS TO RECEIVE FOOD FROM THE PEOPLE. TO MOST BURMESE, NATIONAL IDENTITY IS
INSEPARABLE FROM THEIR FAITH.

SOMETIMES CALLED ‘KAMMAVACA’ THESE RITUAL TEXTS REPRESENT A CONTINUITY OF CEREMONIES FROM THE
EARLIEST TIMES, AND ARE READ ALOUD AT MONASTIC ASSEMBLIES. THE MOST IMPORTANT TEXT IS CONCERNED WITH

HIGHER ORDINATION, OTHERS WITH THE BESTOWING OF ROBES, ELECTING ELDERS, THE DEDICATION OF MONASTERIES
AND THE RELEASE FROM MONASTIC VOWS. THEY ARE A SELECTION OF RULES PRESCRIBED FOR MONASTIC RITUAL AND

DISCIPLINE.
BURMESE PALM ‘OLA’ LEAF MANUSCRIPTS ARE PROTECTED BY COVER-BOARDS USUALLY OF LACQUERED WOOD

RATHER THAN OF BONE. THE NUMBER OF LEAVES VARIES, AS DOES THE NUMBER OF LINES OF SCRIPT, EITHER ETCHED
OR PAINTED ON EACH LEAF. THE LEAVES ARE PIERCED FOR A STRING WHICH HOLDS THE BUNDLE TOGETHER

PERMITTING EACH LEAF TO BE TURNED. THE MANUSCRIPTS WERE OFTEN COMMISSIONED BY DONORS FOR
PRESENTATION TO MONASTERIES AND IT IS ONLY BURMA THAT HAS CONTINUED THE TRADITION OF PRODUCING THESE

ORNATE AND DECORATIVE RITUAL TEXTS.

 


