
ENGLISH BRONZE ECORCHÉ MALE FIGURE CAST BY EDWARD BURCH
AN ENGLISH BRONZE ECORCHÉ MALE FIGURE CAST BY EDWARD BURCH (1730-1814) AFTER A MODEL BY MICHAEL HENRY

SPANG (ACTIVE 1750-67)

LIGHT BROWN POLISHED PATINA, RAISED UPON MARBLE BASE

LATE 18TH CENTURY

SIZE: 25CM HIGH - 9¾ INS HIGH

 
LITERATURE

THESE ECORCHÉ FIGURES WERE ONCE ATTRIBUTED TO ITALIAN RENAISSANCE ARTISTS. WILHELM BODE CLASSIFIED
ONE IN THE HALL OF BRONZES IN THE KAISER FRIEDRICH MUSEUM IN BERLIN, NOW THE BODE MUSEUM, AS ‘VENETIAN

16TH CENTURY’. HOWEVER, DR WILLIAM HUNTER, WHO WAS BOTH A PHYSICIAN AND TEACHER AT THE ST MARTINS LANE
ACADEMY OF ART IN ABOUT 1750, HAD DISSECTED AND FLAYED THE CORPSE OF A CONDEMNED CRIMINAL AND THEN

METICULOUSLY MADE A LIFE SIZE PLASTER MODEL OF IT. HE USED THIS FOR TEACHING LIFE DRAWING AND THE MODEL
WAS MOVED WITH THE ART SCHOOL TO THE NEW ROYAL ACADEMY IN 1767. THE ARTIST JOHN ZOFFANY THEN

PORTRAYED HUNTER WITH THE LIFE SIZE ECORCHÉ FIGURE IN TWO PAINTINGS. IT IS THOUGHT THAT THE DANISH ARTIST
MICHAEL HENRY SPANG STUDIED ANATOMY WITH HUNTER IN ST MARTINS LANE AND MADE A WAX REDUCTION OF THE

PLASTER FIGURE WHICH SPANG EXHIBITED AT THE SOCIETY OF ARTISTS IN 1761. SOON AFTER THIS HE DIED AND
HUNTER ACQUIRED THE WAX. EDWARD BURCH WAS THEN EMPLOYED BY HUNTER TO CAST A VERSION IN BRONZE AFTER

THE WAX IN ORDER TO PROVIDE ARTISTS WITH A PORTABLE VERSION OF HIS LIFE SIZE ANATOMICAL FIGURE.
OTHER 18TH CENTURY ARTISTS ALSO PROBABLY MADE BRONZE CASTS AS M BAKER RECORDS ALBERT PARS BEING

AWARDED A PREMIUM FOR A ‘CAST OF AN ANATOMY FIGURE, AFTER SPANG’ IN 1767 BY THE SOCIETY OF ARTISTS.



SINCE THE RENAISSANCE FLAYED ANATOMICAL MALE FIGURES HAVE HELD A FASCINATION FOR ARTISTS, AND ECORCHÉ
FIGURES REMAIN A POPULAR STUDY FOR STUDENTS OF ART AND LIFE DRAWING.

 


