
DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF CONGO KUBA PEOPLES CEREMONIAL PALM WINE VESSEL
A DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF CONGO KUBA PEOPLES CEREMONIAL PALM WINE VESSEL IN THE FORM OF A DRUM THE

HANDLE CARVED AS AN ABSTRACT HUMAN FORM
FINE OLD SMOOTH SILKY DARK BROWN PATINA

19TH CENTURY
SIZE: 17CM HIGH, 11.5CM DIA. (MAX) - 6¾ INS HIGH, 4½ INS DIA. (MAX)

 
LITERATURE

THE INCISED GEOMETRIC PATTERNS THAT COVERS THE SURFACE OF THIS SMALL CEREMONIAL PALM WINE CUP IS THE
SAME AS THAT FOUND ON KUBA TEXTILES. KUBA ARTISTS OFTEN MADE THEIR DESIGNS DYNAMIC BY AVOIDING EXACT

REPETITION OR SYMMETRY AS CAN BE SEEN IN THIS VESSEL. THE HANDLE IS CARVED AS A VISUAL PUN FOR THE
ENTERTAINMENT AND CONSIDERATION OF THE DRINKER, AND IS CHARACTERISTIC OF THE HANDLES FOUND ON BOTH

PALM WINE VESSELS AND ON KUBA DRUMS. AS PRESTIGE ITEMS THE CUPS WOULD BE SHOWN BY AN ELDER TO HIS
PEERS FOR THEIR ADMIRATION AND RESPECT.
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