
SMALL BLOND CARAPACE OF AN AMAZONIAN RIVER TURTLE ‘PODOMIS EXPANSA’
AN UNUSUALLY SMALL BLOND CARAPACE OF AN AMAZONIAN RIVER TURTLE ‘PODOMIS EXPANSA’

19TH CENTURY
SIZE: 50CM HIGH, 38CM WIDE - 19¾ INS HIGH, 15 INS WIDE 

SOLD: SIMILAR SHELLS ARE NOW IN STOCK - PLEASE CONTACT FOR DETAILS

 
LITERATURE

‘PODOMIS EXPANSA’ IS COMMONLY KNOWN AS THE ARRAU RIVER TURTLE OR ‘CHARAPA’ IN BRAZIL. MATURE FEMALES
CAN GROW TO BE OVER TWO FEET LONG AND WEIGH UP TO A HUNDRED POUNDS. THEY ARE DISTRIBUTED ACROSS THE

ENTIRE AMAZONIAN RIVER SYSTEM OF BRAZIL AND BEYOND. INDIVIDUALS HAVE BEEN SEEN WASHED UP ON THE
BEACHES OF TRINIDAD CAUSED BY THE ORINOCO RIVER IN FLOOD. THEY ARE ENTIRELY HERBIVOROUS AND SHARE

MANY SIMILARITIES WITH SEA TURTLES. THEY CAN BE JUST AS LARGE WHEN MATURE AND ALSO CONGREGATE IN
CONSIDERABLE NUMBERS TO NEST IN THE DRY SEASON WHEN THE SAND BANKS ARE EXPOSED.

 


