
NATIVE AMERICAN NORTHERN PLAINS BLACKFOOT BEADED PIPE BAG
A NATIVE AMERICAN NORTHERN PLAINS BLACKFOOT BEADED PIPE BAG OF NATIVE TANNED BUCKSKIN THE TOP SHAPED

IN TWO SEMICIRCULAR FLAPS WITH A SINGLE BEAD EDGING A CENTRAL RECTANGULAR BEADED AREA SLIGHTLY
DIFFERING ON THE FRONT AND REVERSE IN A TYPICAL BLACKFOOT CHECKERBOARD DESIGN THE BOTTOM OF THE BAG

FRINGED AND WRAPPED WITH BRASS BEADS
CIRCA 1840 - 1860

SIZE: 67CM LONG, 14CM WIDE - 26½ INS LONG, 5½ INS WIDE

 



LITERATURE
THE BLACKFOOT LIVED AROUND THE UPPER BASIN OF THE MISSOURI RIVER, A LOOSE CONFEDERACY OF THREE TRIBES.

THE PLAINS INDIANS WERE ALWAYS NOMADIC, BUT AFTER THE INTRODUCTION OF THE HORSE THIS SHIFTING AND
SPREADING OF THEIR TERRITORIES GREATLY INTENSIFIED. TO EUROPEANS, THE PLAINS TRIBES EPITOMISED THE ‘WILD
INDIAN’ WITH THEIR BUFFALO HUNTS, SCALP LOCKS, FLYING SHIELDS AND WAR DANCES. WITH THEIR ACTION-PACKED

AND DANGEROUS WAY OF LIFE THEY SEEMED UNTAMED AND ROMANTIC, BUT THEY THOUGHT OF THEMSELVES AS
HUNTERS, PRACTICAL MEN, THEIR NATION WELL ADJUSTED TO LIVING IN AN ECONOMY WHICH DICTATED SMALL AND

FAR-FLUNG COMMUNITIES.
NO BAND OR GROUP WAS TIED TO A PARTICULAR VILLAGE OR HUNTING GROUND. THE PLAINS INDIAN'S HOME WAS
SPACE, THE EARTH TO THEM WAS A TOTAL ENVIRONMENTAL UNIT. IN ORDER TO COPE WITH THIS FREEDOM THERE

EXISTED A STRONG LEADERSHIP AND MILITARY DISCIPLINE. SOCIETIES WERE FORMED THAT HAD CEREMONIES
DESIGNED TO BENEFIT EVERYONE. THEY CREATED A HIGHLY REGIMENTED SOCIETY WITH A COMPLICATED SYSTEM OF

HONOURS AND REWARDS WHICH AIMED TO DISPEL THE TENSIONS BETWEEN FREEDOM AND RESPONSIBILITY.
BEAUTIFULLY CRAFTED PIPES AND PIPE BAGS, SCALP FRINGED WAR SHIRTS, EAGLE FEATHER BONNETS AND

CEREMONIAL HORSE TRAPPINGS WERE ALL SYMBOLS OF AUTHORITY AND SUPERNATURAL POWER, THEY WERE TRIBAL
EMBODIMENTS OF PRESTIGE LONG BEFORE THEY WERE WORKS OF ART. TO THE NATIVE AMERICANS THEIR ARTEFACTS
WERE EVIDENCE OF THEIR FRAGILE RELATIONSHIP WITH SPACE, THE CREATOR AND WITH THEIR DISCIPLINED WORLD.

 


