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ENGLISH NAIVE PORTRAITS OF THE WOODTHORPE BROTHERS

THREE INTERESTING ENGLISH NAIVE PORTRATS OF THE WOODTHORPE BROTHERS
WILLIAM COBBOLD WOODTHORPE (1791-1860)
CAPTAIN JOHN BOLTON WOODTHORPE R.N. (1796-1846)
EDWARD WOODTHORPE (B. 1800 - D. ?)
ATTRIBUTED TO JOHN BOLTON WOODTHORPE
OILS ON PANEL
ONE INSCRIBED TO REVERSE ‘WILLIAM COBBOLD WOODTHORPE IN HUDSON BAY COAT ABOUT 1815’
THE OTHER ‘JOHN BOLTON WOODTHORPE R.N.’
CIRCA1815-1830
SIZE: 31CMHIGH, 24 5CMWIDE - 12%4 INS HIGH, 9% INS WIDE
37CMHIGH, 32CMWIDE - 1472 INS HIGH, 1272 INS WIDE (FRAVED)

LITERATURE

A THE PORTRAIT OF WILLIAMCOBBOLD WOODTHORPE (1791-1860) SHOWS HIMWTH ASNOWSHOE, AN INDIAN PIPE OF
PEACE AND WEARING A CREE METIS EMBROIDERED MOOSE SKIN GREAT COAT. THIS MAGNIFICENT COAT IS NOW IN THE
COLLECTIONS OF THE UNIVERSITY OF CAVBRIDGE MUSEUM OF ARCHAEOLOGY AND ANTHROPOLOGY. IT WAS
COLLECTED BY WOODFORD WHILST WORKING IN CANADA FOR THE HUDSON BAY COMPANY AS AFUR TRADER IN THE
EARLY 19TH CENTURY. IN 1841 HE RETURNED HOME TO THE FAMLY FARMIN AVELEY, ESSEXBRINGING HIS COAT WITH
HIM
PROMNENT TRAVELLERS SUCH AS THE MARQUIS DE LAFAYETTE, DUKE PAUL WILHELM OF Wi4ARTTEMBERG AND JOHN
AUDUBON ALSO RETURNED HOME WITH EXAVPLES OF THESE SPLENDID COATS. MADE ON THE UPPER MISSOURI RIVER
OF MOOSE OR ELK SKIN, AND DECORATED WITH MULTI-COLOURED PORCUPINE QUILLWORK, THEY WERE POPULAR
AVONG THE ‘MOUNTAIN MEN' ENGAGED IN THE FUR TRADE. METIS WOMEN, OF MXED FRENCH-CANADIAN DESCENT
PRODUCED THE EMBROIDERED COATS AND TRADED THEMAT ANNUAL FAIRS AT FORT PIERRE AND FORT UNION IN THE
EARLY 19TH CENTURY. THEIR CREE AND OJIBWA ANCESTORS LIVING BY THE RED RIVER IN MANITOBAMADE LONG COATS
DECORATED WITH PAINTED DESIGNS AND LOOMWOVEN QUILLWORK. THE GIRLS OF THE METIS WERE TAUGHT AT
MISSION SCHOOLS WHERE THEY BECAVE FAMLIAR WITH EUROPEAN FLORAL EMBROIDERY. THIS INFLUENCED THEMTO
DEVELOP ACURVILINEAR STYLE THAT IN COMBINATION WITH NATIVE GEOMETRIC DESIGNS WAS TO BECOME THE



RECOGNISABLE HALLMARK OF METIS ART.

THE MXED ANCESTRY OF THE METIS AND THEIR EXPERTISE AS HUNTERS AND TRAPPERS MADE THEMUSEFUL AS
INTERMEDIARIES BETWEEN THE INDIANS AND THE TRADE COMPANIES. AFTER 1850 THE FUR TRADE MOVED AWAY FROM
THE MSSOURI RIVER AND MANY METIS WERE ASSIMLATED INTO THE REGIONAL INDIAN POPULATION.

Ae
B. THIS PORTRAIT SHOWS LIEUTENANT (LATER CAPTAIN) JOHN BOLTON WOODTHORPE R.N. (1796-1846) IN NAVAL
UNIFORMWEARING ADRESS SWORD, ASMALL TELESCOPE IN HIS HAND WITH ASHIP AT SEAIN THE BACKGROUND.
JOINING THE NAVY IN 1809 HE BECAVE ALIEUTENANT IN 1826, COMMANDER IN 1828 AND CAPTAIN IN 1842. HE IS KNOWN
FOR HIS WATERCOLOURS, SOME OF WHICH ARE IN THE PITT RIVERS MUSEUMIN OXFORD, AND FOR HIS NAVAL JOURNAL.
A€ ABOARD THE HMS BRITON, AFIFTH RATE FRIGATE COMMANDED BY SIR THOMAS STAINES, HE RECORDED THE
REDISCOVERY OF PITCARN ISLAND ON THE 17TH SEPTEMBER 1814. HIS NAVAL LOG FOR 1814 TO AUGUST 16 1815
DETAILS THE VOYAGE FROM CHILE NORTHWARD TO PERU, AND ON THE ISLANDS OF GALAPAGOS, EASTER AND PITCARN,
WHERE THEY ‘FOUND THE ISLAND INHABITED BY THE DESCENDANTS OF MR F. CHRISTIAN AND MUTINOUS CREW OF THE
BOUNTY SETTLED HERE IN AD 1788’. WOODTHORPE ILLUSTRATED HIS JOURNAL WITH WATERCOLOURS OF THE ISLAND
COASTS, AND WITH CHARTS AND HARBOUR PLANS, ONE OF WHICH SHOWS THE HARBOUR OF ‘“TIHUOY' IN THE ISLAND OF
NOOAHEEVAH OF SIR HENRY MARTIN'S MARQUESAS.

TWO WARSHIPS, HMS BRITON AND HMS TAGUS, VISITED PITCAIRN IN 1814 AND WOODTHORPE RECORDS THAT BOTH THE
CAPTAINS WERE IMPRESSED BY THE MUTINEER JOHN ADAMS AND THE SIMPLICITY OF THE LIFE THAT THE COMMUNITY
LED. ADAMS WAS REGARDED AS ARELIGIOUS LEADER WHO SET EXAMPLES FOR THE ISLANDERS TO LIVE BY. THE
ENGLISH CAPTAINS DECIDED THAT IT WOULD BE ‘AN ACT OF CRUELTY AND INHUMANITY TO ARREST HIM HE WAS LEFT
ON THE ISLAND, THE LAST SURVIVOR OF THE MUTINY ON THE BOUNTY WHILST THE SHIPS AND WOODTHORPE SAILED
AWAY, BUT HAVING BEEN REDISCOVERED, THE ISOLATION OF THE ISLAND WAS OVER FOREVER.

Ae"C. EDWARD WOODTHORPE (BORN 1800) IN HIS PORTRAIT IS SEATED WITH HIS SPANIEL, ARIFLE AND GAVE ON A
SHELF. HE IS SHOVWN IN THE GUISE OF AN ENGLISH GENTLEMAN FARMER AND MOST PROBABLY RAN FANNS FARM, THE
FAMILY FARMOF 260 ACRES IN AVELEY, ESSEX HIS PARENTS, THOMAS AND DOROTHY WOODTHORPE, HAD FIVE SONS OF
WHOMEDWARD WAS THE YOUNGEST.
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