Finch & C°

ENGLISH SILVER MOUNTED COCONUT CUP

AN ENGLISH SILVER MOUNTED COCONUT CUP FINELY CARVED WITH HERCULES SLAYING ADRAGON, ALARGE SNAKE
ENTWINED AROUND ABULL AND AN EAGLE ALL IN AN EXOTIC SOUTH SEAISLAND LANDSCAPE
MAKERS MARK TO THE FOOT RIM

LITERATURE

NATURAL CURIOSITIES AND EXOTIC MATERIALS WERE OFTEN TURNED INTO EXTRAVAGANT DRINKING VESSELS NOT
DESIGNED FOR USE, BUT KEPT FOR DISPLAY WHERE THEY COULD BE ADMRED BY THE PRIMLEGED FEW.

THE HAIRY NAKED MAN DEPICTED HOLDING ACUDGEL ON THIS CUP IS TAKEN TO BE THE CLASSICAL MYTHOLOGICAL
FIGURE OF HERCULES, BUT HE ALSO REPRESENTS THE ‘WILD MAN' WHO SINCE THE MIDDLE AGES HAS BEEN AN
EXAVMPLE OF THE DUALITY OF MAN'S ANIMAL NATURE. APURELY MYTHICAL CREATURE, THE WILD MAN WAS ALITERARY
AND ARTISTIC INVENTION OF THE MEDIEVAL IMAGINATION. HE WAS CONSIDERED CLOSE TO GOD AS HIS NATURAL
CREATURE AND SIMULTANEOQUSLY AS AN UNGODLY ANIMAL BARRED FROMHEAVEN. HE HAD INSTINCTIVE KNOWLEDGE
OF THE WAYS OF WILD BEASTS AND WAS ASKILLED HUNTER, BUT IN SPITE OF HIS PHYSICAL SUPREMACY HE SHRANK
FROMCONTACT WITH HUMANS. HIS BRUTISH CONTENTIOUS NATURE EXPRESSED ITSELF IN ANATURAL COVBATIVENESS
AGAINST WHICH NEITHER BEAST NOR MAN WAS EQUAL, THOUGH HIS CLUB, AND SOMETIMES ONLY HIS BARE HANDS, WAS
HIS ONLY WEAPON.



