
DERBYSHIRE BLUE JOHN TAZZA
A FINE DERBYSHIRE BLUE JOHN TAZZA ON A TALL KNOPPED STEM AND SPREADING TIERED FOOT

EARLY 19TH CENTURY
SIZE: 17CM HIGH, 16CM DIA. - 6¾ INS HIGH, 6¼ INS DIA.

SEE: FINCH & CO CATALOGUE NO.8, ITEM NO.85, FOR ANOTHER BLUE JOHN TAZZA

 
LITERATURE

BLUE JOHN, A TYPE OF FLUORSPAR, IS UNIQUE TO DERBYSHIRE AND HAS BEEN VALUED FOR ITS BEAUTY AND COLOUR
FOR HUNDREDS OF YEARS. PLINY WRITING IN THE 1ST CENTURY AD NOTED A MATERIAL HE CALLED ‘MURRHINE’ WHICH

HE SAID WAS ‘APPROACHING THE COLOUR OF WINE’ AND HAD ‘GREAT VARIETY OF COLOURS AND THE WREATHED
VEINS....PRESENT SHADES OF PURPLE AND WHITE WITH A MIXTURE OF THE TWO; THE PURPLE GRADUALLY CHANGING AS

IT WERE TO A FIERY RED AND THE MILK WHITE ASSUMING A RUDDY HUE’. PLINY ALSO COMMENTED IN HIS NATURAL
HISTORY THAT ‘MURRHINE VESSELS WERE FOR TAKING DRINKS THAT ARE EITHER HOT OR COLD’ AND THAT ‘A PERSON
OF CONSULAR RANK GREW SO PASSIONATELY FOND OF HIS CUP AS TO GNAW ITS EDGES’. THE EMPEROR NERO IS SAID
TO HAVE PAID A VAST SUM FOR ONE CUP AS IT WAS THOUGHT TO MAKE THE WINE TASTE BETTER. ALTHOUGH PROBABLY
DISCOVERED BY THE ROMANS WHEN MINING FOR LEAD, THE EARLIEST KNOWN USE OF BLUE JOHN AS AN ORNAMENTAL

STONE IN BRITAIN IS IN THE MID 18TH CENTURY.

 


